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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
I’ve been getting a lot of rejection letters recently, and I’m honestly thrilled about 
it.
If they came as actual letters instead 
of emails, I’d probably save them in a little 
rejection folder somewhere or pin them to 
my corkboard. I’m constantly tempted to 
brag about how many I’ve been getting over 
the past few months—it’s not an inordinate 
amount, somewhere between five and 
seven, but each rejection letter feels like a 
little victory. 
I’m not being ironic about this, 
either. This isn’t some self-effacing reverse 
psychology essay on how much I love 
failure when I’m actually crushed about it. 
Obviously, an acceptance letter always feels 
better, and I’ve gotten one or two of those 
as well. But I really do love my rejection 
letters because to me, it’s tangible proof 
that I’m actually trying. 
I’ve written in a previous lettitor about 
my fear of failure and how it’s prevented 
me from ever really attempting to move 
forward. One of my goals is to become 
a published author, for example. But no 
matter how much I wrote over the past 
two decades to try and achieve that goal, 
I never took the next step of submitting 
my work for publication. I was spinning 
my wheels with no forward momentum, 
because I never felt that my work was good 
enough. I would abandon projects halfway 
through if I didn’t feel the writing was up to 
par, and I’d refrain from applying for jobs 
or creative gigs that I felt were beyond me 
because in my mind, it almost felt like I 
was insulting the people on the other end 
of that decision by even putting my name 
forward. 
My sister and I decided earlier this year 
that we’ve both been stalling our personal 
progress because of this internal bias 
against ourselves and vowed to try to get 
over it, declaring this year to be “shoot your 
shot” year. However, it was only with the 
help of a few Douglas College professors—
Liz Bachinsky and Rick Maddocks—that I 
managed to start moving past this block. 
Both instructors encouraged me to start 
submitting pieces for publication. So, I 
started buckling down and searching for 
contests and literary journals to submit to. 
It hasn’t been easy. There was one 
memorable 24-hour period where I 
received three rejection letters in a row—
one from a literary journal, one from a 
winter short story contest, and one from 
a timed writing contest. I’ll be honest, I 
didn’t feel too excited about receiving those 
rejection letters at the time. 
But on the whole, I do have to say 
I feel better about myself. If at the end 
of this year I still have not achieved that 
publishing dream, at the very least I can 
look back at all the rejection letters and 
know that I’ve been moving forward. 
It’s something tangible to hold onto, 
something I can say I have in common 
with all the published authors and creative 
voices I admire. I’m climbing the same 
mountain of “no’s” that they did, and even 
if I never reach the desired summit of “yes,” 
the important thing is that I’m still doing 
the thing I have my heart set on doing. 
I’m not waiting to be magically plucked 
from obscurity, I’m working for it, and 
right now the rejection letters are proof 
that I’m putting in the time and effort. It’s 
something to be proud of. 
So, I guess what I’m trying to say is 
don’t wait to be perfect. Don’t wait for some 
kind of guaranteed “yes” if it’s something 
you’re really passionate about. The 
worst anyone can say to you is “no,” and 
depending on how you frame that “no,” it’s 
really nothing to be afraid of.
Until next issue,
Bex Peterson
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In the face of passionate opposition as well as passionate support for the 
divisive project, the federal government has 
reapproved the construction of the Trans 
Mountain pipeline.
“Our government has newly approved 
the Trans Mountain pipeline going 
forward,” Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
told reporters last month. “The company 
plans to have shovels in the ground this 
construction season.” 
The pipeline is an expansion of an 
existing 1,150-km pipeline that passes from 
Alberta’s oilsands through to Burnaby, 
BC. Proponents of the pipeline argue that 
it will create jobs and potentially open 
Canada’s oil industry to overseas markets in 
Asia—though some experts are concerned 
that the latter claim is far more optimistic 
than factual. Former Liberal environment 
minister David Anderson has voiced his 
opposition to the project, warning that 
there is no evidence that the project will 
provide an economic stimulus to the 
country. 
“There is no credible evidence to 
suggest that Asia is likely to be a reliable or 
significant market for Alberta bitumen,” 
Anderson wrote in a letter to six members 
of Trudeau’s cabinet in June. 
The Trudeau government faced 
criticism from many corners after 
purchasing the pipeline project last year 
for $4.5 billion, with many wondering if it 
was a fair or effective use of tax dollars. 
Environmental and Indigenous rights 
groups have spearheaded protests 
against the pipeline, though some 
First Nations communities remain 
divided on the topic. 
Stephen Buffalo, president and 
CEO of the Indian Resource Council, 
has supported the pipeline expansion.
“When the federal government 
purchased [the pipeline project], it 
presented an opportunity—a door—
for our First Nations to look at possibly 
owning the pipeline,” said Buffalo 
according to Global News. He argued 
that investment in the pipeline could 
aid in reducing poverty in Indigenous 
communities.
Chief Kukpi7 Judy Wilson, 
secretary-treasurer of the BC Union of 
Indian Chiefs, has been a prominent 
voice in the fight against the pipeline 
expansion.
“There are good reasons why 
Kinder Morgan chose to walk away 
from this project,” said Chief Wilson 
in an open letter to other First Nations 
leaders this spring, citing “enormous 
environmental, social, legal, and political 
ramifications” if the pipeline project were 
to push forward.
“As long as there is one nation saying 
no to the pipeline, it cannot be built,” said 
Chief Wilson. 
The Liberals’ announcement last 
month was met with protests and 
counter protests in downtown Vancouver 
on June 18. According to Global News, 
approximately 100 proponents of the 
project gathered in Jack Poole plaza to 
express their support; later in the day, 
several hundred protestors came together 
downtown to voice their opposition and 
condemnation of the federal government’s 
decision. 
“We have to cut emissions in half in 
10 years, and planning for money that a 
future government may or may not spend 
on the environment when this is over is not 
enough,” said Peter McCartney with the 
Wilderness Committee.
Trudeau claimed in his statement 
to the press that money earned from the 
pipeline—which Trans Mountain’s website 
predicts will earn $46.7 billion in revenue 
after two decades of operation—will go 
towards investing in clean energy projects. 
The pipeline still requires approval and 
permits from several organizations and 
government boards before it can go 
forward.
Controversial Trans Mountain 
pipeline receives reapproval
 › Tensions rise between oil and gas industry supporters and environmentalists over federal decision
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Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
On June 12, Rogers Communications announced that they would be 
unveiling “unlimited” data plans for mobile 
customers.
Staring at $75 a month, an unlimited 
plan includes 10 GB  of high-speed data. 
Once 10 high-speed gigabytes on a long-
term evolution (LTE) network—also known 
as 4G—is reached, the remaining data for 
the month will be toggled down to lower 
speed data, onto a slower 3G network. 
Following Rogers’ announcement, 
both Telus Communications and Bell 
Canada offered similar plans, all beginning 
at $75 for 10 GB of high-speed data per 
month. Additionally, Telus is offering an 
extra five GB of data for customers who 
sign up for their offer before July 2.
The announcement comes after 
talks began surrounding the pending 
implementation and introduction of a 
5G—the fifth generation of broadband 
cellular network technology—network 
across Canada. 
When Rogers initially unveiled their 
mobile plan offer, they stated that they 
would be charging overage fees for any data 
usage beyond the provided 10 high-speed 
gigabytes.
After an outcry of public backlash and 
criticism as many did not believe it should 
be called an “unlimited” plan, Rogers 
announced they would be eliminating the 
previously stated overage fees permanently. 
Shortly after Rogers’ overage fees were 
overturned, Bell offered to eliminate 
overage fees for customers who joined 
before June 30. Offers vary slightly province 
to province.
For those who require more high-
speed data, all three mobile carriers offer 
larger plans with either 20 GB 0r 50 GB 
of data for an increased monthly price. A 
50 GB data plan with unlimited Canada-
wide minutes and messaging will cost $125 
before tax.
The base prices are “bring your own 
phone” plans where there is no fixed 
contract, but customers must own their 
phones or buy them outright when signing 
up for a plan. If a new phone is required, 
the total monthly charge will include a 
monthly tab which works to pay off the 
phone on a two-year plan.
Balraj Singh, an Accounting student at 
Douglas College, shared their concerns in 
an interview with the Other Press. 
“Even with the elimination of overage 
fees, [I think] it’s still hard to call this 
‘unlimited data,’” Singh said. 
Singh is not yet satisfied with what is 
being offered.
Singh said, “I understand there are 
limitations and [the mobile carriers] need 
to make money, but when you compare 
what Canadians have available to them 
versus what Americans have available 
[and are] currently paying, it still feels too 
expensive.”
A change for Canadian mobile data plans
 › Three Canadian mobile carriers now offering ‘unlimited data’
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Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
On Monday, June 24, Natural Resources Canada and FortisBC 
together in partnership with the 
province and the federal government 
announced its plan to build 12 new 
electric vehicle fast-charging stations 
in British Columbia. 
The charging stations are a part 
of Natural Resources Canada’s electric 
vehicle initiative. The program 
aims to reduce fuel consumption 
by promoting electric vehicles and 
further establishing chargers across 
the national highway system. This 
would lessen the travel anxiety many 
owners of electric vehicles face and 
help them plan their trip ahead of 
time. Charging cars would be as easy 
and quick as stopping to catch a 
view or some air while on a trip. The 
fast chargers are efficient enough to 
level up the car battery within 20 to 
30 minutes. Two of these stations 
have been installed at the Kelowna 
International Airport, where the 
Monday announcement was held. 
“We’re laying [charge stations] 
out across the southern Interior and 
they’re really designed for those long 
trips, so you can pop in and charge 
your car quickly on a long trip and 
carry on again,” said FortisBC Vice 
President Doug Stout to the CBC. “It 
takes away that range anxiety people 
talk about.”
More such stations are planned 
to be installed in Beaverdale, 
Osoyoos, Cawston, Nelson, Kaslo, 
Rossland, New Denver, and Nakusp.  
Calls for electric vehicle options 
have been increasing in the wake of 
ongoing climate change concerns. The 
province of BC in partnership with 
New Car Dealership Association of BC 
runs a pioneering sales incentive plan, 
CEVforBC, to make Clean Energy 
Vehicles (CEV) more affordable 
and accessible for residents of the 
province.  
 “The transportation sector is at 
the forefront of the green revolution 
and new car dealers in British 
Columbia are spearheading it,” said 
President and CEO of the New Car 
Dealers Association of BC Blair 
Qualey in a statement.
CEVforBC will run until March 
31, 2020 or until the funds are 
exhausted, whichever situation arises 
first. The program is managed by  the 
Ministry of Energy and Mines.  
The step to fund the initiative 
led the government to slash the 
current EV consumer rebate to $3,000 
from $5,000. Until now, the province 
used to offer $5,000 in incentives to 
encourage consumers to purchase 
electric cars. In addition, earlier this 
year the federal government rolled out 
its $5,000 rebate incentive for certain 
electric vehicles. By offering such 
benefits, the government has seen a 
drastic rise in the purchase of electric 
vehicles. 
Lakshay Anand, a student at 
Douglas College, in an interview 
with the Other Press said, “I think 
that [a Tesla] might be the next car 
I buy, and due to the increasing gas 
prices, electric vehicles will be more 
affordable and convenient for me. It 
is great to know that the government 
is planning to install more charging 
stations as I might not have to worry 
about long road trips.”
FortisBC plans to increase the 
amount of charging stations to 17 in 
2019 and 40 by the end of 2020. 
A dozen fast-charging 
stations to be installed in BC
 › The number likely to rise to 40 by 2020
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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
Last month, anti-SOGI activist Jenn Smith was set to host a talk at 
Douglas College’s New Westminster 
campus. The talk, titled “The Erosion of 
Freedom,” was meant to describe how 
“transgender politics in school and society 
is undermining our freedoms and harming 
women and children,” according to the 
event description. The College cancelled 
the event on June 6, two days before it was 
slated to occur. 
“Douglas College became aware of this 
event earlier this morning,” said Associate 
Director of Communications Regan Lal in 
a June 6 statement. “The description of the 
event for the booking was not forthcoming 
about the specific topic. As soon as we 
became aware of the nature of the booking, 
the booking was cancelled.”
Jenn Smith identifies as transgender, 
expressing himself with feminine gender 
signifiers but using he/him pronouns. 
Smith’s talks centre on denouncing what 
he considers “transgender ideology,” 
with his recent events criticizing the 
implementation of 2SLGBTQ+-inclusive 
learning materials in school curriculums 
through the SOGI 123 
program. 
Douglas College was 
one of several schools 
where Smith planned 
to host his talks. Trinity 
Western University 
likewise cancelled the 
event once the nature of 
Smith’s message became 
clear. UBC, however, 
hosted Smith at the end 
of the month, sparking 
protests among students, 
faculty, and members of 
the community. 
“His appearance on 
campus, I can’t experience 
it as anything other than 
a betrayal, particularly 
given the university’s stated emphasis on 
and valuing of principles of diversity and 
inclusion,” said UBC research and writing 
lecturer Mary Ann Saunders, in a statement 
to Star Vancouver. “It doesn’t seem as 
though the university actually values the 
most vulnerable students and faculty and 
staff.” 
In a blog statement on the matter, 
Smith expressed his disappointment in 
Douglas College’s decision, referring to 
himself as a former student of the school 
and calling the College’s move a “complete 
collapse of freedom of speech.”
Local activist and a founding member 
of BC Families for Inclusivity, Brad Dirks, 
has been outspoken against Smith’s talks 
throughout last month. According to the 
New Westminster Record, Dirks reached 
out to Douglas College directly as soon as 
he heard Smith had registered to host an 
event on campus to voice his concerns. 
Dirks also helped to organize a rally at UBC 
during Smith’s talks to express support for 
2SLGBTQ+ people. 
“Trans rights are not up for debate,” 
said Dirks in an interview with Star 
Vancouver during the rally. “The university 
should stand up for trans people, rather 
than allow this stuff to take place.”
Douglas College cancels anti-SOGI talk
 › College says event was registered through an external booking
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It is great to 
know that the 
government is 
planning to install 
more charging 
stations as I 
might not have 
to worry about 
long road trips.”
–Lakshay Anand,
Douglas College student
issue 30/ vol 45 news // no. 5
Brittney MacDonald
Business Manager
Following their Stage 3 week three loss to the Los Angeles Valiant—an event 
that ended their record-breaking 19-match 
regular season win streak—the Titans had 
a lot to prove when they faced off against 
the Valiant’s sister team, the Los Angeles 
Gladiators. Widely regarded as the superior 
Los Angeles team, the Gladiators have 
consistently preformed since the OWL 
season two start. However, they have yet 
to make the final two in a stage playoff. 
The Titans, on the other hand, made big 
claims regarding a comeback from their 
loss—something that they were definitely 
able to deliver on with a surprising amount 
of gusto, and a little player by the name of 
Stitch.
Chunghui “Stitch” Lee is a DPS player 
that specializes in “hitscan” heroes. Hitscan 
refers to a character that uses ranged 
weapons that impact immediately upon 
firing—as opposed to a ranged projectile 
which has a travel time before impact. 
With the current GOATS meta, Stitch 
hasn’t seen a lot of time off of the bench. 
However, he proved he can roll with the 
times by artfully mastering the game-
changing Sombra. Technically, Sombra 
is a hitscan DPS hero, but her utility in 
professional play lies more in her ability to 
“hack” the enemy team and render them 
powerless. This is obviously something 
that the Titans coaching staff decided that 
the team needed when they made Stitch 
part of the opening lineup against the 
Gladiators this past Sunday.
The match began on the control 
map, Ilios. The start looked a little dicey 
for the Titans, as tank player Hydration’s 
Orisa was able to keep the Gladiators 
relatively well-protected during some 
good map rotations which earned them 
the first capture percentage. However, 
the Titans contested with the Gladiators 
at 99 percent, and captured the point for 
themselves. They zoned out the Gladiators 
supports and focused in on Roar’s Winston 
to take him out of the equation, thus 
eliminating his provided shield. This 
snowballed into Haksal’s Brigitte and 
Bumper’s Winston chasing down the 
rest of the team and eliminating them, 
drawing the map time out and building 
the Titans’ capture percentage. In the end, 
both teams went head-to-head sitting at 99 
percent—but the Titans came out on top. 
In round two—capture points are a best of 
three—the Titans captured the point early. 
However, the Gladiators took it from them 
after Roar managed to hit Stitch, Bumper, 
and Twilight in a Reinhardt Earth Shatter 
and incapacitate them. Twilight responded 
by returning and lobbing a perfect Biotic 
Grenade, resulting in the Titans picking up 
a team kill and recapturing the point. This 
was answered with the Gladiators getting 
a team kill of their own off of another 
amazing Earth Shatter by Roar. The round 
ended in another 99 versus 99 percent, 
with the Titans, again, coming out on top 
thanks to some well-placed sleep darts 
courtesy of Twilight’s Ana.
At this time the Titans made their 
only substitution—taking out JJANU for 
SeoMinSoo.
Game two was played on the Horizon 
Lunar Colony assault map. The Gladiators 
attempted to run a bunker composition—a 
style of play in which heroes are chosen 
with the intention of setting up a single 
defensive point—with Surefour on Bastion 
and Hydration on Orisa. Their plans were 
torn apart when the Titans decide to move 
away from the Sombra GOATS meta—
two tank, three supports, with a utility 
Sombra—and instead run a four-DPS and 
two-support composition. SeoMinSoo’s 
Reaper was able to put pressure on the 
Gladiators’ frontline, doing major damage 
to their tanks, Hydration and Roar. This left 
their squishier backline vulnerable to the 
major damage put out by Bumper’s Junkrat, 
Haksal’s Pharah, and Stitch’s Sombra. The 
Titans overwhelmed the Gladiators to take 
the first point. 
They kept this momentum into the 
second point, with SeoMinSoo continuing 
to repeatedly target Roar’s Winston, and 
Haksal using Pharah’s flight ability to 
maintain the high ground and throw out 
rockets. The Titans captured the second 
point with over five minutes in their time 
bank, thus ending their first attack round. 
In the Gladiator attack round, the Titans 
reverted back to the Sombra GOATS, while 
the Gladiators ran three DPS, two supports, 
and one tank. This allowed Hydration and 
Decay to play on their signature Pharah 
and Widowmaker respectively. Despite 
some stall tactics on the part of the Titans, 
they could not prevent a Gladiator point 
one capture. However, Stitch landed two 
major EMPs—the Sombra ultimate ability 
which prevents all enemies within the 
radius from using their hero abilities for 
a set period of time—in a row. This made 
the Gladiators easy prey for the Titans, 
thus allowing them to run down the clock. 
Eventually the Gladiators were successful, 
with Decay’s Zarya landing a key Graviton 
Surge to ensnare anyone that came too 
close, and the Gladiators also took point 
two with two minutes and thirty seconds 
to spare. This forced the teams into a tie 
breaker in which both get a second attack 
round using only the time leftover in their 
time bank. 
In their second attack round, a 
well-placed sleep dart from Shaz’s Ana 
onto SeoMinSoo’s Zarya freed Hydration’s 
Pharah to clear the area and nabbed the 
Gladiators point one, despite their lesser 
time frame. However, another good EMP 
from Stitch stalled the Gladiators out, and 
a last minute SeoMinSoo switch from Zarya 
to hitscan DPS hero McCree allowed the 
Titans to clear the point and keep it clear 
till the clock ran out. In their second attack 
round, the Titans went more traditional 
and stuck with the Sombra GOATS. They 
snagged point one not because they 
managed to push the Gladiators off, but 
simply because during the course of the 
fight the Gladiators forgot to ensure that at 
least one of them was touching the point in 
order to contest it. The Titans capitalized 
on this mistake, allowing Stitch’s Sombra 
to use her superior speed to rush point 
two and EMP Roar’s Wrecking Ball. With 
no tank for the Gladiators, the rest of the 
Titans came in to clean up and take point 
two.
The Titans entered the third hybrid 
map, Numbani, 2-0. It should be said, that 
the Titans were undefeated on Numbani, 
and three out of the six players (Haksal, 
Bumper, and Stitch) that played through 
this map on Sunday, have not lost an 
official competitive game on it since 
December 2017. Nothing has changed. 
Between Bumper’s Earth Shatters and 
Stitch’s EMPs, the Gladiators just couldn’t 
keep up with them. The Titans rolled past 
the finish line to complete the map with 
over four minutes still on the clock. During 
the Gladiators attack round, Hydration and 
BigGoose attempted a Pharmacy (Pharah 
and Mercy) combo. However, Stitch was 
having none of it. He used Sombra’s “hack” 
ability to keep BigGoose’s flight-capable 
Mercy grounded, thus preventing her from 
healing Hydration’s Pharah should they be 
too far apart. Twilight used this opening 
to sleep dart Hydration with Ana, and 
Bumper’s Winston was able to zone out 
the rest of the team to keep them off of the 
capture point in order to delay the capture 
and run out the clock. The Gladiators 
eventually took the point and unlocked the 
cart they had to escort, but they failed to 
break past the Titans’ defensive line in time 
and complete the map. 
At this point, the Titans secured the 
three-game win needed for them to win 
the match. However, they did play a game 
four, which the Titans also won. This fourth 
game win made up enough of the overall 
map differential (number of maps won 
during the stage) to make the Titans the 
Stage 3 Pacific Division Champions going 
into the Stage 3 playoffs starting July 11.
Titan watch: Stage 3, week four
 › Vancouver Titans match recap
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The Titans, on the other 
hand, made big claims 
regarding a comeback 
from their loss.
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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
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Fans of so-called “prestige TV” who might have cancelled their HBO 
subscription after the controversial Game 
of Thrones finale will be missing out if 
HBO’s historical drama Chernobyl is any 
indication of the continuing quality of their 
programming.
The five-part miniseries was a joint 
production effort by HBO and Sky UK, 
airing between May 6 and June 3 and 
currently available through the streaming 
service Crave. Written by, of all people, 
the writer of The Hangover sequels Craig 
Mazin, the story follows the efforts of real-
life figures Valery Legasov (Jared Harris) 
and Boris Shcherbina (Stellan Skarsgård) 
as they attempt to contain the effects of a 
nuclear reactor explosion near Pripyat in 
the Ukrainian SSR. What follows is a series 
that is one-part political thriller, one-part 
disaster horror, and one-part historical 
drama .
The showrunners have made no bones 
about the aspects of the 1986 Chernobyl 
disaster that were altered or dramatized for 
the purpose of a television adaptation. In 
fact, HBO released a five-part companion 
podcast series appropriately titled The 
Chernobyl Podcast available for listening 
on many platforms—including YouTube—
which painstakingly examines each episode 
to divide fact from fiction.
“The last thing I ever wanted to say to 
people was, ‘Now that you’ve watched this, 
you know the truth.’ No, you don’t,” said 
Mazin in an interview with Vox. “You know 
some of the truth, and you know some of 
the stuff that’s been dramatized.”
One example of this alteration of the 
facts to build a compelling narrative is 
the fictional character of Ulana Khomyuk 
(Emily Watson), a brilliant and doggedly 
determined nuclear physicist who aids 
and advises Legasov throughout the series. 
Khomyuk is essentially metaphorical, 
meant to represent the efforts of a massive 
group of scientists who worked alongside 
Legasov throughout the containment and 
investigation process. A rotating cast of 
names and faces is far harder to track than 
a single character carefully constructed over 
five hours of television, after all.
As a drama series in and of itself, 
Chernobyl shines in its ability to balance 
tone and genre, never veering too far in the 
grimdark direction while also not shying 
away from the more horrifying aspects of 
the disaster. While there’s plenty of body 
horror with regards to the terrifying effects 
of radiation sickness, the camera knows 
when to cut away and pull back. In episode 
four, “The Happiness of All Mankind,” 
we’re forced to follow the efforts of 
drafted “liquidators,” clean-up crews with 
the unhappy task of hunting irradiated 
animals—mostly abandoned pets—in the 
containment zone. It’s a concept that could 
have easily drifted into the category of 
impossible to watch for animal lovers, but 
the directors and editors managed to do 
a lot with implication rather than graphic 
depictions of dogs and cats being gunned 
down.
If the series has a flaw, it’s where 
the balance between fact and fiction 
sometimes impacts the pacing and, despite 
my praise in the previous paragraph, 
tone. The series attempts to give a kind 
of global view of the Chernobyl disaster, 
from explosion to trial. This unavoidably 
leaves us with a front-loaded plot structure, 
with arguably the most exciting incident 
occurring in the first episode, resulting in a 
kind of four-hour denouement. The series 
keeps the drama going with the political 
thriller angle, as well as the inspired 
choice to save the events leading up to the 
explosion for the finale. The sort of odd 
couple buddy-cop vibe between Harris 
and Skarsgård is wildly enjoyable to watch, 
but Harris as the truth-seeking scientist 
fighting a corrupt state does once or twice 
veer slightly more towards the Hollywood 
melodrama in the courtroom scenes than 
one might expect or necessarily desire.
Overall, Chernobyl is a quality case 
study of how to skate that line between 
fact and enjoyable television, made even 
more enjoyable by its full accountability as 
a work of fact-informed fiction rather than 
a docudrama. It’s best enjoyed with a few 
research tabs open to answer the inevitable 
“did that really happen?” questions you’ll 
be asking yourself throughout—as well as a 
bottle of iodine pills at hand, just in case. 
Fact and fiction intertwine in 
HBO’s explosive miniseries
 › ‘Chernobyl’ TV show review
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In the history of music, there have been some songs with memorable lines and 
hooks that have gotten everyone excited 
and inspired people. This summer we 
have had a few films that show why we 
like music. In May we had the Elton John 
biopic Rocketman, which gives us a look at 
life when you are famous and shows why 
everyone appreciated John’s music. In June 
the Danny Boyle comedy Yesterday was 
released, which is about a man who one day 
discovers he is only person who remembers 
the Beatles. On August 14 the film Blinded 
by the Light will be released, telling the 
story of a boy from England being inspired 
by the music of Bruce Springsteen and 
beginning a revolution of 1980s rock music 
in his neighbourhood. The film also tackles 
how international music influences people, 
which I can relate to because I am a fan of 
J-Pop and K-Pop.
In the case of Yesterday, 
the film presents the history of 
the Beatles in the present day. 
During the era of Beatlemania 
in the ’60s, everyone was 
talking about their music, girls 
were chasing the members of 
the band when they were seen, 
and their songs were number 
one on the music charts. As the 
decades went by, there have 
also been other musicians to 
get everyone hyped with songs 
that have appealed to mass 
audiences, or sillier songs that have been 
memorable years down the line.
However, in the past year I feel like 
there has not been much music able to get 
everyone excited, not from mainstream 
US airwaves at least. Most of the songs 
released sound like city night music, they 
are not fun to listen to, and some of them 
are gimmicky—maybe because there is 
not a lot of hype for them and artists and 
producers are running out of song ideas. 
I barely listen to the radio. I listen to 
Canadian music, J-Pop, and K-Pop more 
than US music. 
One song that seemed to be a 
potential summer hit this year, the Ed 
Sheeran and Justin Bieber song “I Don’t 
Care,” is good but it does not have anything 
that would wow me. In my opinion, 
the summer song this year so far is the 
Hinatazaka46 song “Doremisolasido” 
because it has the sound of the season. 
I think this track could get attention in 
North America because the choreography 
in the music video of the song looks similar 
to the Harlem Shake. Another summer 
tune that I would recommend is the 
Nogizaka46 song “Sing Out!” because it is 
very cheerful, it gets everyone together, and 
it even has a bit of gospel.
However, some exciting music that 
was released in the past few months does 
suggest that North American music is 
picking up again. For example, there’s the 
phenomenal American singer-songwriter 
Billie Eilish. The Jonas Brothers are 
making music again and one of the hit 
singles from their recent album Happiness 
Comes, “Sucker,” actually sounds great. 
Also, K-Pop is finally becoming more 
mainstream in North America with groups 
like BTS (who performed on Saturday 
Night Live two months ago and I’d compare 
their performance to when the Beatles 
performed on The Ed Sullivan Show), 
Twice, BlackPink, and IZ*ONE (who will 
be performing at KCON in New York City 
on July 6).
After a year of music that did not wow 
me, it seems like the industry is finally 
picking up again. 
Finally hype for music again
 › The fads of the past versus the hits of today
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I have never been a diehard Marvel fan. However, I’d watched many of the 
movies in theatres and they would play in 
the background during holiday dinners 
at my family’s house. Surrounded by 
Marvel growing up is part of a generational 
experience; it is a link we as Gen Z have to 
fantasy, our childhoods, and each other. 
However, with Spider-Man: Far From Home 
releasing on July 2, a large portion of this 
generation’s childhood is coming to a 
close. Does marathoning the MCU change 
anything? Would I recommend doing it? 
Well, let’s see.
Marvel spoilers ahead!
I duly enjoyed Iron Man’s (Robert 
Downey Jr.) wit, Captain America’s (Chris 
Evans) face, and Black Widow’s (Scarlett 
Johansson)… well, everything. Yet I hadn’t 
sought to delve deep into the Universe 
itself until a few weeks ago. With a special 
interest in Captain America, I watched the 
first Captain America movie. Soon after, I 
found myself scouring countless forums 
for the golden order in which to watch the 
MCU (I’m currently going with reddit user 
aaronp613’s chart ). I watched Iron Man 
next (on a terrible in-flight entertainment 
app, and on a wonderful SkyTrain ride 
home post-being forgotten at the airport 
by my ride). I did change my mind and go 
back to watch Agent Carter. It’s already a 
long haul to commit to over 48 hours for 
just the movies, but with TV shows, one-
shots, and other bits included, it would 
currently take over 13 days to marathon the 
entire MCU without a break. 
Even some of the most committed 
Marvel fans in my life have not taken on 
the quest to watch the shows. Yet it has 
been the shows thus far that have sparked 
the most curiosity in me to uncover all 
the secrets of S.H.I.E.L.D. Peggy Carter 
(Hayley Atwell), for one, is an ambitious, 
driven, and powerful asset to the Strategic 
Scientific Reserve (SSR), and Agent 
Carter shone light on strange (potentially 
alien) happenings long before they were 
confirmed in The Avengers. 
I am on season one, episode 18 of 
Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., which 
takes place just after the events of Captain 
America: The Winter Soldier. From the 
first episode of the series we’re given the 
sense that something isn’t quite right—
which may have to do with the fact that 
Phil Coulson (Clark Gregg) is still alive 
(and has no recollection of how, besides 
spending time on the island of Tahiti). 
Watching the shows alongside the movies 
adds a plethora of new information. From 
what exactly Hydra was doing behind the 
scenes before the Battle at the Triskelion, to 
Asgardian battles, to how the hell Coulson 
was brought back from the dead, Agents 
of S.H.I.E.L.D. goes there. Not without its 
own fare of melancholic clips, however, 
with one of the most tragic scenes being 
Coulson continually begging his doctors, 
“Let me die!”
Yes, the shows are phenomenal. I 
didn’t expect my favourite character of the 
MCU to be an Agent over a superhero, but 
Coulson deserves the praise. Nick Fury 
(Samuel L. Jackson) sure believes so; as one 
of Coulson’s doctors says, “Director Fury 
moved heaven and earth” to bring Coulson 
back to life. 
I knew the MCU was spectacularly 
constructed from the movies alone, but 
the added details provided by the shows 
are honestly unbelievable. Every episode 
and movie poses a whole set of questions 
about what is happening (beware of being 
spoiled on your innocent hunt to piece 
information together. Pro-tip: Just wait the 
question out. It will probably be answered 
soon enough). It’s no wonder our reality is 
so deeply woven into the culture. 
Since I’m only so far into the timeline, 
I cannot say if I would recommend 
marathoning this whole massive 
franchise. It is a lot of time to devote. If 
you really want to, I would instead suggest 
marathoning much more casually than my 
hellbent race to finish before Spider-Man: 
Far From Home is out. At this rate I likely 
will not finish in time, that is if I were to 
really watch every single part of the MCU, 
but there’s a whole lot of movies and shows 
I may skip for the sake of my sanity. 
(Last night I dreamt that I was Captain 
America. Wasn’t the first time. Suffice to 
say, it’s getting to be a problem.) 
No, I had never been a diehard Marvel 
fan. Until now, anyway.
Marathoning the MCU
 › Delving into the details of the Marvel Universe
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The jokesters over at CollegeHumor 
launched their own comedy streaming 
platform Dropout TV. I’m here to tell 
you if their exclusive content is worth the 
subscription fee.
Mainstream fantasy stories often follow a similar narrative: Introduction to 
overwhelming forces of evil; introduction 
to forces of good; forces of good assemble 
to combat aforementioned evil, while 
experiencing small victories/defeats/losses; 
forces of good ultimately prevail. 
It’s a broad generalization, but it 
covers a lot of the story arcs 
out there—and that’s (at least 
partially) what makes Escape from 
the Bloodkeep such a compelling 
tale.
For those unfamiliar with the 
show, Dimension 20 is a tabletop 
role-playing series, largely rooted 
in the fantasy world of Dungeons 
& Dragons.  Whereas the first 
season of Dimension 20 followed 
six fledgling heroes navigating 
adventure academy, season two 
focuses on the villains’ story. In 
particular, it zooms in on six 
generals during the final days of 
the war-to-end-all-wars. The forces 
of good have been presumably 
decimated, and the villains are 
preparing for the final push when a twist 
encounter threatens to undo everything 
they’ve worked towards.
While officially dubbed season two of 
Dimension 20, Escape from the Bloodkeep is 
also referred to as a “side quest.” The season 
is a tight, six-episode run that continues 
the previously established pattern of 
plot-heavy episode followed by combat 
episode. The episodes are jam-packed and 
vary considerably in length—the finale is a 
bursting three hours long—but each feels 
like a crucial part to the overall story.
Knowing the episode count heading 
into this season, I was worried that the 
compressed length would come at a cost of 
character development, but the opposite 
occurred. With only a handful of sessions 
to go, players make bold decisions and act 
like each episode could be their last. The 
second combat episode, which takes place 
between multiple air ships, is particularly 
panic-inducing. This rise in stakes results 
in a plot that moves at breakneck speed, 
with some immensely satisfying character 
arcs playing out along the way.
The cast is a who’s-who of D&D 
royalty as well, with Matthew Mercer 
(Critical Role), Erika Ishii (Geek and 
Sundry), Ify Nwadiwe (Nerdificient) and 
Amy Vorpahl (Saving Throw) all playing 
new, original characters. During a behind-
the-scenes featurette (also available on 
Dropout) several cast members keep 
referring to how stacked the roster is, 
and it truly feels like an all-star gathering. 
Balancing it out are CollegeHumor cast 
members Rekha Shankar and Mike Trapp, 
who’ve never played D&D before but hold 
their own against the tabletop veterans.
Of course, the glue holding everything 
together is Dungeon Master Brennan Lee 
Mulligan. Mulligan remains one of the 
most exciting DMs in pop culture, and 
Escape from the Bloodkeep is no exception. 
For this outing Mulligan has created a 
beautiful, engaging story that succeeds in 
simultaneously feeling like an homage to 
the fantasy genre while also sculpting a 
path of his own. Several of the characters 
and locations will immediately sound 
familiar, in a fun wink-and-a-nod to many 
popular fantasy icons. You could assemble 
the most talented players and have the best 
storyline around, but without a 
charismatic DM like Mulligan at 
the helm, it just doesn’t work.
Escape from the Bloodkeep 
is tabletop adventuring at its 
best. The show takes all the best 
aspects from Dimension 20’s first 
season—terrific performances, 
rich storytelling, and impressive 
set pieces—and distills it into a 
shortened mini-adventure that 
will leave you wanting more, yet 
completely satisfied.
Part of the first episode of 
Dimension: Escape from the 
Bloodkeep is available on 
YouTube. The full season (all six 
episodes) can only be found on 
Dropout TV. 
Tune in and Dropout: ‘Dimension 20’ side 
quest is a twisted, villainous delight
 › ‘Dimension 20: Escape from the Bloodkeep’ TV show review
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In the digital era, lots of content is purchased or viewed through a computer 
or mobile device. Just a couple of decades 
ago you would have to go to a store to get 
new content, then you’d have to open the 
physical case of the VHS, DVD, or CD and 
put it in a player. Two years ago I wrote 
an opinion piece on why physical media 
will still exist in the future. The medium 
can also be used to restore material and 
preserve it for future generations to see and 
hear.
Many restorations of films are made 
possible using original film negatives or 
with missing film prints being found. 
These materials are preserved in archives 
so that they can be used again to remaster 
them in a higher quality when new 
technology is developed.
A recent news story has showed why 
physical media is important. Remember 
the fire that happened at Universal Studios 
in Hollywood in 2008 where parts of the 
set of the Back to the Future film series 
were damaged and the King Kong section 
of Studio Tours was burned down? The 
section that was burned down was also 
the location of a vault that had most of 
Universal Music’s catalogue—including the 
master tapes of many important moments 
in music history. Initially it was reported 
that the vault was not damaged by the fire, 
but when the New York Times Magazine 
published a feature called “The Day the 
Music Burned” on June 11 of this year, they 
revealed that the vault also burned down 
in 2008.
Because the original recordings of 
the music in that vault were destroyed, 
we will never hear the highest quality 
version of the music of Nirvana, Tom Petty 
and the Heartbreakers, Buddy Holly, and 
even Sheryl Crow. When new technology 
is available to remaster the music, the 
material in the vault could have had an 
improved sound and clarity and might 
have revealed sounds that we’d never 
heard before in the original release. Like 
a film print, the original master tape of an 
album has all of the details of the recording 
and more details can be found when the 
original is remastered. 
In comparison, the digital file of 
an album contains all of the data of the 
recording but it cannot be improved. While 
the digital masters can be remastered, the 
New York Times piece explains, there will 
be no difference between the previous 
remaster and the new remaster because the 
audio resolution will remain the same—it 
will just be louder. 
In addition, the servers that the 
digital files are on do not last as long as a 
master tape and they cannot be recovered 
when they malfunction. We would need 
exact copies of the original master tapes 
to restore a lost catalogue like Universal 
Music’s. 
That is why we should still use 
physical media because if you preserve 
everything digitally, there is a very high risk 
that future generations will not be able to 
experience a work in highest fidelity—and 
re-experience it when remastered. If the 
contents are properly taken care of, the 
originals can be used again to produce 
improved recordings. Physical media can 
sound better than digital and it can also 
preserve the history of music.
Preserving material 
for improved quality
 › Universal Music’s loss shows us 
physical media is still invaluable
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This month sees the return of the web-slinging wall crawler known as 
Spider-Man to the big screen in Spider-
Man: Far From Home. Spider-Man by far 
has the biggest presence of any comic book 
character around today. With his many film 
appearances dwarfing every other comic 
book character, we have to ask: Why so 
many Spider-Men? 
The question is understandable. 
Spider-Man’s seven live-action solo films 
(the made-for-TV movies from 1977 to 
1981, and the Japanese adaptation, which 
did receive a sparse theatrical release in 
various regions, are not included in this 
total) puts him only behind Batman for 
the most solo films from a comic book 
character. However, it took Batman over 40 
years to get to seven films, while Spider-
Man has done it in 18 years. The reason for 
this oversaturation of Spider-Man films 
stems from a rights deal made by the hero’s 
publisher Marvel in a time where they were 
exiting out of bankruptcy. These rights 
deals saved the company and helped them 
build to the movie-making behemoth that 
they are today—but Spider-Man has been, 
for better or worse, a lasting side effect of 
this company-saving move.
In 1996, Marvel Comics declared 
bankruptcy and was bought by a toy 
company called ToyBiz. To get the company 
out of bankruptcy and profitable again, 
head of the company Avi Arad felt the 
best way to save Marvel was to sell the 
film rights to some of its most popular 
characters to various studios. This meant 
that characters and franchises like 
Daredevil, Fantastic Four, and Spider-
Man, among others, would be leased out 
to these studios. These deals ushered in a 
new era for comic book movies but affected 
the way Marvel would be able to use their 
characters in films for years, with Spider-
Man being one of the biggest lynchpins.
Sony was the company that bought the 
rights to Spider-Man during the selloff of 
Marvel’s character rights. The subsequent 
three Spider-Man films, directed by Sam 
Raimi, were not only popular but were one 
of the biggest film franchises Sony had. 
However, after the third film the series 
fell apart, and a fourth film was cancelled 
due to the departure of franchise director 
Raimi.  
Just because Sony was no longer 
making Spider-Man films, it did not mean 
that they would get to keep the rights 
indefinitely. When Marvel sold these 
rights, many of the contracts had clauses 
that said if the studios did not 
make any films with the property 
over a certain period, the rights 
would revert back to Marvel. 
With the character’s popularity 
still strong, and Marvel starting 
its own film studio to make 
movies out of the characters they 
still held the rights to, Sony did 
not want to let their claim to the 
fan favourite character go. So in 
2012, while Marvel Studios was 
releasing The Avengers with the 
characters it had not sold off 
to other studios, Spider-Man 
was at it alone in a reboot of the 
franchise by Sony called The 
Amazing Spider-Man. Much 
like the previous movies, The 
Amazing Spider-Man was a 
hit. However, Sony began to 
see the effects of franchise fatigue hit 
their venerable superhero franchise: The 
2014 sequel, The Amazing Spider-Man 2, 
finished below film expectations and led 
Sony to make an unprecedented deal. 
In 2015 Sony leased out the character, 
and a selection of preapproved villains, to 
Marvel Studios and its now-owner, The 
Walt Disney Company. In this deal, Marvel 
Studios would make solo Spider-Man films 
for Sony, which Sony would receive all the 
profit from, while Disney would get the use 
of the character for other team-up movies, 
from which Sony would not receive any 
profit. With the deal struck, Spider-Man 
appeared less than a year later in the 2016 
film Captain America: Civil War, and then 
in the 2017 film Spider-Man: Homecoming. 
While Disney now had control of 
the web-slinging hero, they did not have 
the rights to all the associated characters. 
Sony still retained the rights to many of 
Spider-Man’s villains and any animated 
versions of the character. With this in 
mind, Sony made the decision that they 
were going to create a cinematic universe, 
the “Sony’s Universe of Marvel Characters” 
(SUMC), consisting entirely of Spider-
Man’s villains and minor characters. The 
first film released in this franchise was 
Venom, in 2018. Later that year, Sony 
released a theatrical animated film based 
on the character called Spider-Man: Into 
the Spider-Verse. 
With so many films, and the 
continued popularity of the character, it 
does not seem like the arachnid superhero 
is going to be leaving the big screen any 
time soon. The room for Spidey to swing 
through the big-screen film industry seems 
endless.
Why so many Spider-Men?
 › Following the rights to Spider-Man among major movie corporations
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• Top vegan ice cream spots in Vancouver
• Easy recipes to perk up dragon fruit
• Embracing the world of cocktail bitters
...and more
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
Folks, it’s summer music festival season and now that you’re in college, it’s time 
to take festival fashion more seriously. 
Say no to fur hats, neon underwear, and 
topknots, and introduce yourself to hippie 
modernism. No, these are not opposing 
concepts but rather a growing fashion 
trend for the spring/summer 2019 season, 
according to Elle.
“Hippie modernism” refers to a blend 
of ’60s and ’70s fashion and more modern 
casual and business wear. This isn’t an 
official definition of the fashion trend but 
rather a startlingly accurate description. 
The look really is as simple as it sounds: 
Hippie-flavoured flared trousers, fringe 
from the ’70s, p  āreo skirts in clashing 
geometric prints, and twisted silk belts; all 
in neutral tones, particularly various shades 
of beige and sun-kissed creams. 
Having taken a look at Elle’s hippie 
modernism starter pack, I’ve gathered 
that the fashion industry likes to peddle 
the idea that this look is achievable for a 
whopping $2,900. From metallic crochet-
knit dresses and slips to macramé bags and 
birthstone amulet jewellery, the numbers 
thrown at these staples and statement 
pieces are alarming. For those of us who 
can’t afford to spend our annual pay on 
looking hip, or should I say, hippie, there 
are ways to nab this essential Burning Man 
look without burning through your bank 
card. 
Start with shoes. Footwear can almost 
always be the most expensive part of a look, 
as it should be! Protecting your feet helps 
for a strong foundation, both in health 
and fashion. Check out Le Château or 
Call It Spring for fabulously priced frayed 
canvas wedges to mimic those triple-digit-
dollar espadrilles. Companies like these 
are almost guaranteed to have year-round 
sales, and if you’re a member shopping on 
your birthday, enjoy an extra discount! 
Let’s move onto the body, which is 
arguably the most eye-catching part of 
one’s look. Pair together ribbed maxi 
dresses and metallic halters, tan trousers 
with wide legs and sleeveless turtleneck 
tops, round, rose-coloured glasses and silky 
scarves tied in a bohemian knot around the 
hips—the crazier the pattern, the better. I’d 
recommend first taking a peek in your local 
thrift stores and Salvation Army stores; 
finding old fringe vests and floppy hats 
should be a fairly easy experience there. 
If you’re not interested in second-hand, 
stores such as LOFT, Wander, and even 
Aritzia will have a variety of bohemian 
styles that can be incorporated into the 
hippie modernism trend. 
A great way to personalize your look 
is with long metallic chain necklaces and 
amulet cordage necklaces containing flower 
patterns or birthstones. These add texture 
in layers as well as sentimentality, making 
your look one you’ll love. Additionally, 
feathered accessories are still quite popular 
for 2019, says Elle, and those are easy to find 
in most accessories shops as well as at the 
accessories bar near the checkout at your 
favourite retail location. 
These fashion tips, as well as many 
more—including handkerchief hems and 
bold-printed tank-dresses—are sure to 
be a hit with the flower child crowd that’s 
bound to be found in the festival grounds. 
What’s more, they can be worn with black 
slacks to the office for any other day. Say 
goodbye to glitter, rainbow wedgies, and 
wacky sunburns and say hello to hippie 
modernism. 
Hippie modernism
 › Yes, you’ve seen the look, now here’s how to get it
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
Moving in with my boyfriend was a surprisingly easy thing to do, but I’m 
pretty sure that’s because I didn’t mind 
being completely immersed within his 
home and his stuff. I didn’t feel compelled 
to take any of my furniture with me, just 
the books, clothes, computer, and knick-
knacks. In hindsight—which is always 
clearer—my furniture was brand-new and 
well looked after and would’ve definitely 
been a nice addition to what was now “our” 
space. But would it have been accepted? It’s 
hard to say whether there would have been 
a place for my pastel rainbow bed sheets. 
Moving in with your partner is an 
exciting new milestone 
to hit, and one that can 
often be made rather 
hastily when thinking 
about the bright side—all 
the cuddles, cooking 
breakfasts together, 
picking out wall paint, and 
all the movie nights one 
could ever want! However, 
it’s also important to have 
open communication 
about a couple of things 
before you take the plunge 
and sign a one-year lease 
together. 
One major thing to 
think about when moving 
in with your partner—
which shouldn’t change the green light 
to red but rather to yellow—is that living 
together will be different from hanging out 
together, or when you’re just out on a date. 
Just because you mesh well on the outside, 
doesn’t mean that every day will be like that 
on the inside. So, what exactly are the rules 
for moving in with your partner? I’d argue 
that there is truly only one: Speak up. 
Making sure you say what you need 
from your partner to make combined living 
arrangements work is essential, as is really 
listening to them when they tell you what 
they’re feeling and what they need. Open 
communication is necessary for a whole 
range of things, from how the bills and 
chores will be divided, to when it’s okay to 
have house guests over, regulating screen 
time, and making sure both of you are 
on the same page about eating habits—
arguably one of the most important things 
there is to talk about, besides finances and 
intimacy of course. If you’re a vegetarian 
and they’re not, talk about how you can 
make this work.
These aren’t always the easiest topics 
to discuss as they mean opening up 
about income, debt, habits, and other 
vulnerabilities, as well as the possibility 
of feeling like you’re stepping on your 
partner’s toes. Maybe you might even 
feel worried that your partner thinks 
you’re trying to change them—this too 
is something very worthy of bringing up. 
Moving in together means you must be 
able to comfortably talk about money, how 
much alone time you might need, and who 
scrubs the toilet versus who washes the 
dishes. If the comfort with speaking up isn’t 
there, it’s something you need to figure out 
and develop before signing that lease. 
Trusting that your partner has 
your best interests in mind makes it 
easier to open up about the things that 
you might have felt safer with them not 
knowing about. Believe me, it can be 
awkward. I remember the conversation I 
avoided having with my boyfriend about 
my asthma, and did I ever feel silly for 
prolonging that one! Talking about it, 
whatever it is, should bring you both closer 
together and make the smaller topics easier 
to navigate—like whether your pastel 
rainbow bed sheets make the cut or not.
Compromising on bed sheets 
with significant others
 › What is the golden rule for moving in with your partner?
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I’m currently transitioning out of my third set of crutches after having a minor foot surgery that almost cancelled my 
summer plans to travel to Indonesia. But 
that’s not even the worst part! Relapse. 
Restlessness. Rehabilitation. These are the 
three Rs that I go through each time my feet 
fail me, which seems to be far more often 
than this 23-year-old Energizer Bunny can 
handle. At the risk of sounding dramatic, let 
me explain a bit about my previous injuries 
and how they always seem to be about my 
feet.
One time at writing camp I participated 
in a rainbow parachute game—you know 
the one, you’ve all played Cat & Mouse 
with that colourful canopy at least once. 
Only this time, we decided to try out a 
different game, a flying game. The object 
was clear: Someone sits in the centre of 
the parachute and everyone else grabs a 
handful of rainbow rayon and walks around 
in a circle, wrapping up the victim—er, I 
mean participant—in the centre. Once the 
participant in the middle is fully wrapped 
up, the outsiders pull back and send the 
centre-sitter spinning and flying upwards. 
Simple enough. Well, when it was my turn, 
something bad happened. I didn’t fly. I 
didn’t even spin. I just ungracefully tumbled 
forward over my foot and heard a pop that 
I didn’t give much thought to at the time. 
Conveniently after my turn, it was time to 
clean up and move on. Only I couldn’t move 
on, much less move at all. Without knowing 
it at the time, I had effectively fractured the 
top of my left foot.
The second break wasn’t any better. 
I always seem to injure myself in the 
least cool of ways, not that there really 
is any cool way to injure oneself. I’m just 
never left with any badass stories to tell 
involving helicopters or saving puppies. My 
boyfriend and I went to Extreme Air Park in 
Marlborough, Calgary where we bought two 
hours of trampoline bouncing. Sounds like 
fun, right? I mean, the walls and floors were 
covered in trampolines and there were foam 
pits and dodgeballs! It can’t get better than 
that, can it? But yes, it did. If you consider 
it “fun” to jump off a trampoline with a 
twist, land into a foam pit with a broken 
cuboid bone, have the fire department 
called to fetch you out—we’re talking five 
Learning to walk again
Coping and recovering after a foot injury
Morgan Hannah - Life & Style Editor
firemen and a gurney—then be told 
that I was the only person in Canada to 
break a bone in a foam pit, then yes, it 
got better. A tank of laughing gas, the 
disenchanting combo of an air cast and 
crutches, and six months later, I found 
myself with one atrophied leg and a 
permanently stained but healed foot. 
Plus, I now know what a cuboid bone is!
Luckily enough, this third time was 
not a break but rather a cut, and on the 
opposite foot as the other two incidents. 
Still not a cool injury though, since I 
had to have a huge infected boil right 
on the arch of my foot lanced. Talk 
about tender! The crutches were almost 
unnecessary this time around but seeing 
as my rolling office chair couldn’t fit 
outside of my apartment in order to get 
me to class, I had to accessorize with 
my least favourite accessory. At least 
the healing period is guaranteed to be 
quicker this time. 
Each of these incidents had one 
thing in common—changing who I am 
as a person in a rather fundamental way. 
What am I talking about? Well, besides 
making me immobile and grouchy, my 
habits and activities have to change, and 
not for the better. I don’t watch TV; I 
haven’t for over half a decade. However, 
when I’ve run out of books to read and 
pictures to draw, and haven’t seen the 
sun in a couple of weeks, and my friends 
effectively ghost me (don’t worry, we 
made up), what is there left to do but 
torrent some movies, grab some snacks, 
and sit back? You might be thinking, 
what have I got to complain about? 
That sounds pleasant! To some readers 
it might be, but I’m the type of person 
who likes movement and organization, 
and I have a certain amount of energy 
I need to burn each day. I like to dance 
around my apartment—and everywhere 
for that matter—as soon as a song 
comes on. My body just starts to shake 
to the rhythm. I can’t help it! 
Another fundamental change that 
affects me as a result of foot injuries 
is going from nine hours of intense 
exercise per week to barely shaking 
a limb in an effort to keep it from 
complete atrophy. On a normal week I 
go to the gym three times, which means 
I walk an hour to the gym, participate 
in an hour of cardio and kickboxing 
combined, then walk for an hour to 
get home. And I still have energy 
afterwards! Even my diet changes. I 
shouldn’t have found myself surprised 
this time around, but crutches and 
meal prepping simply don’t mix. From 
having to tie bags to my crutches in 
place of being able to use my arms, to 
having to make multiple trips just to 
get objects from one place to another in 
my apartment when I could’ve normally 
done it all in one trip—it’s exhausting! 
Yet short of having someone around to 
do it all for you, there’s really no way 
around this. 
Not being able to participate in what 
is normal for me also affects the mind. 
Exercise is incredible for clearing the 
mind and keeping it clear; psychiatrists 
often dole out advice that living a 
healthy, balanced life to maintain 
excellent mental health includes 
routine, eating right, and movement 
(lots of movement)—so when you’re 
isolated, not eating right, and with 
limited movement, that takes a toll on 
mental health as well as physical health. 
In a compromised situation, what 
can you do? The truth is, not a whole 
heck of a lot, and good ol’ Google isn’t 
of much help either. A simple search 
of what one can do with a foot injury 
produces results such as colouring and 
drawing, watching TV, reading books, 
taking naps, playing board games, and 
the ever-elusive “learning something 
new.” For me, the “learning something 
new” was how exactly to create a D&D 
character. I’m now ready to tackle 
worldly adventures as a High Elf, seeing 
as my human form is currently out of 
commission.
If you were hoping to learn of ways 
to bypass the three Rs that accompany 
a foot injury, I’m sorry to have to 
disappoint you. I disappointed myself, 
too. All I can do is stress how important 
it is to maintain as much normalcy 
as possible—keep getting up, getting 
dressed, and getting as active as you can. 
Wash your face in the morning (or 
whatever it is that you do), even when 
you feel like there’s no point. Put on an 
outfit that makes you feel fine AF even if 
no one sees you in it. Eat healthy meals, 
even when it’s more convenient to just 
grab a bag of chips. Don’t be afraid to 
lean on family and friends more during 
this time—figuratively and literally. 
They should be able to help you out 
through prepping healthy meals and 
keeping you company when they’re not 
at work. Listen to music. It can help 
keep you calm, happy, and even help 
to heal symptoms of depression and 
anxiety by reducing your heart rate, 
blood pressure, and cortisol levels, 
according to Psychology Today. Elevate 
your foot as often as possible, switching 
out hot and cold packs to help with 
circulation and healing, and when you’re 
not elevating your foot, move it! 
Exercise as much as you can, so long 
as it doesn’t hurt. According to the site 
Quick and Dirty Tips, atrophy can occur 
in as little as 72 hours, so maintaining 
muscle use as best as possible is a must-
do! Try leg lifts and bicycle motions, 
or push-ups from the modified knee 
position. Even just rotating your ankle 
and flexing your calves will make a 
difference. Just wiggle! Plus, make 
sure to also rest. The Chicago Tribune 
suggests that sleep helps wounds heal 
faster as the body produces more white 
blood cells that attack viruses and 
bacteria during times of rest. 
Once you shed those crutches or that 
cast and you’re capable of walking again, 
try not to do too much too quickly, since 
your foot may swell up. Have patience 
for the slower pace of walking your 
body will likely be forced to endure for a 
couple of weeks; this is natural and so is 
the pulling sensation in the back of your 
thigh. Regular physio appointments can 
help get you up to speed again.
At risk of making a bad joke (like 
taking things step by step), all I have 
left to say is keep your chin up, find 
gratitude in the day-to-day, make goals 
and plans for when you’re all healed 
up, and never take a day for granted—
because you never know when you’ll be 
down for the count next.
Relapse. Restlessness. Rehabilitation.
These are the three Rs that I go through
each time my feet fail me...
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I must be honest—I love ice cream but I hate the way it makes me feel. 
This poses a bit of problem in the 
summer when all I want is ice cream after a 
long, hot day. A decade ago, that meant I’d 
have to go to that one shelf in Whole Foods’ 
frozen aisle and weigh my somewhat grim 
options, prepared to overpay and not really 
enjoy myself. 
Things have changed, however. 
Nowadays, Vancouver offers endless 
options for vegans and non-vegans alike—
if you want to avoid dairy, I’d wager that 
you can comfortably do so with little to no 
problem. 
If you’re like me and just want a 
treat without needing to crawl into a hole 
clutching your stomach afterwards, then 
this list of my three favourite options for 
vegan ice cream is for you. Even if you 
don’t feel that way, I guarantee you’ll find 
something you’ll like.
Umaluma Dairy-Free Gelato
235 East Pender Street, Vancouver
Umaluma’s vegan gelato has the perfect 
texture and overall consistency—of any 
frozen vegan treat I’ve ever tried, this by 
far has the best mouthfeel. Each flavour is 
made to stand out on its own or work well 
paired with an additional, totally guilt-
free scoop. The shop in Chinatown offers 
over a dozen flavours on rotation with the 
opportunity to sample at least three before 
you take the plunge.
So, I’m just going to say it: Vegan 
pistachio gelato. That’s right. I’d personally 
never seen vegan pistachio gelato before 
but just knowing it existed was enough 
to sell me on Umaluma. Their “Punk 
Pistachio” is made with directly sourced 
Sicilian pistachios and the gelato is nutty, 
sweet, and refreshing, yet also deep in 
flavour and nuance.
 The gelato’s mere existence coupled 
with the rich, pronounced, and overall 
outstanding flavour and texture have been 
drawing me in more regularly than maybe I 
should admit.
Given the array of flavours that 
Umaluma’s quaint, brightly coloured shop 
offers, if pistachio isn’t for you, there’s no 
need to worry. Their vegan gelato is made 
with a variety of bases including vanilla, 
chocolate, fruit, nut, and more. To see 
what’s available before you pop by, be sure 
to check out their website for available 
flavours.
If you don’t feel like making your way 
down to their storefront on Pender Street, 
I’d recommend keeping your eyes peeled 
during your next trip to Whole Foods, since 
they sell pints of select flavours.
The only downside would be the 
price—depending on the flavours you 
select, the prices range from $8.00 to $11.50 
for a double scoop. While it is pricey, I 
think it’s totally worth it for a special treat 
on a warm summer’s day.  
Earnest Ice Cream
Three locations in Vancouver—1829 Quebec 
Street, 1485 Frances Street, and 3992 Fraser 
Street—and one in North Vancouver on 271 
West 1st Street
I think it’s safe to say that Earnest Ice 
Cream is practically a Vancouver staple by 
now. Their non-vegan and vegan ice creams 
are all worth a trip to one of their many 
storefronts.
While the vegan ice cream selection 
is more limited than Umaluma, there’s 
a constantly rotating board of multiple 
flavours so there’s a strong chance that 
every time you visit, you’ll be able to try 
something new.  
The vegan Cookies + Cream is by far 
my favourite. It’s a simple but nostalgic 
flavour and the bits of crunchy, chocolate 
cookie mixed throughout the sweet 
coconut cream base is delicious as an after-
dinner treat.
Earnest’s Frances Street shop 
sometimes has vegan ice cream sandwiches 
available—so if you’re ever in the area, I’d 
highly recommend stopping by to see what 
they have in stock. Alternatively, if you’re 
feeling extra fancy, you could splash out for 
a sundae.
Earnest updates their website daily to 
list the available flavours, so if there’s one 
that you’re specifically looking for, you’ll 
know exactly which location to head to in 
order to cure that craving.
Earnest’s prices are reasonable and if 
you feel like buying a pint, be sure to bring 
back your clean jar once you’re done for $1 
off your next purchase. Earnest’s pints are 
available in several stores across the Lower 
Mainland, from Donald’s to Whole Foods.
Say Hello Sweets
Search for the cute, pastel-coloured ice 
cream truck!
Getting yourself a sweet, refreshing treat 
from Say Hello Sweets is the perfect way to 
get back in touch with your inner child—
who didn’t love hunting down the local 
ice cream truck in the summer heat with a 
handful of change?
Keep your eyes peeled for the adorable 
white and pink coloured truck riding 
around the city. You can find Say Hello 
Sweets often parked at farmers markets 
or street events but if you’re feeling really 
determined, I’d suggest checking their 
Instagram to see where they’ll be when 
you need them. If that’s not your speed, 
then check their website to see the many 
places around Vancouver that carry their 
ice cream.
All Say Hello Sweet’s ice creams are 
vegan, with a coconut milk base. If you’re 
lucky, you might be able to snag one 
of their highly sought-after Ice Dream 
sandwiches.
Café-No Lait is my absolute favourite 
flavour—with medium roast espresso 
mixed into the ice cream base, a scoop of 
it is like drinking a sweet, smooth coffee. 
The creamy, sugary ice cream base is a great 
balance to the dark, rich coffee accent and 
makes for a great pick-me-up on a hot day. 
If coffee doesn’t suit your fancy, then there 
are plenty of flavours to choose from—
staples like Vanilla & Co and Chocolate 
Nirvana or more funky recipes like Stay 
Mallow (yes, with actual marshmallows) 
and Lemon Squeezy.
Prices range from $7 per Ice Cream 
sandwich to $11 for a cube-shaped pint. 
Scoops out of the truck are cheaper, varying 
by the flavour and if there are any special 
flavours being offered. Wherever you find 
Say Hello Sweets, you’re likely to find other 
local vendors with lots to offer, so I highly 
recommend seeking them out and making 
a day out of it.
The perfect treat to beat the heat
 › Top vegan ice cream spots in Vancouver
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I’ve always wondered just what exactly was going through the mind of the 
first person to come across a dragon fruit 
and decide they were going to eat it. Did 
they just find this prickly, pink and green 
baseball of a fruit, rip it open to expose its 
zebra-coloured flesh, and say, “Yeah, I’m 
going to eat that,” or was it a more cautious 
approach? 
These fantastical-looking exotic cactus 
fruits originate from Central and South 
America and nowadays are largely grown 
in Southeast Asia, according to Serious 
Eats. My introduction to dragon fruit, also 
known as pitaya or the strawberry pear, 
was a less-than-stellar experience, but 
not because it didn’t taste good—rather, 
it didn’t taste like anything. This bizarre, 
white and black, kiwi-textured fruit was 
flavourless. 
Since then, I’ve now learned that I 
may have had a not-yet-ripe first contact, 
as ripe dragon fruit has a bright pink or 
yellow exterior, brown soft spikes, and a 
fresh scent much like tropical fruits. When 
giving the cactus fruit a squeeze, it should 
be soft but not squishy and have no mushy 
spots on the skin.
Even ripe however, the dragon fruit 
just has no distinct flavour on its own, 
disappointing my palate but not my eyes. 
I’m presenting four easy-to-make recipes 
to perk up dragon fruit, because this is 
something you never thought you needed 
until now:
Dragon fruit salsa with cilantro
• 1 cup dragon fruit, cubed 
(approximately 1 large or 2 small)
• 1 green onion, chopped
• 5 stems cilantro, chopped
• 1 teaspoon lemon or lime juice 
Bet you’d never think up this savoury recipe 
for fruit. I sure didn’t, but after finding and 
trying this simple salsa recipe with some 
corn chips, I caught myself thinking about 
adding it to soft shell pork tacos. Talk 
about yum!
Dragon fruit and goji berry smoothie
• dragon fruit
• banana
• frozen raspberries
• unsweetened almond milk
• goji berries
• coconut shavings
If you like odd-looking, exotic fruits filled 
with antioxidants and vitamin C, then try 
this sweet, beautifully dark pink smoothie. 
I just eyeballed the ingredients and threw 
them all into a blender. Five minutes, five 
ingredients. Make sure to start off with less 
milk than you think you’d need—you can 
always add more later.
Dragon fruit jam
• ½ dragon fruit flesh, scooped
• 2 teaspoons sugar
• 1 teaspoon lemon juice
Jam is such an easy, versatile condiment. I 
love to cook with it, make almond butter 
and jam sandwiches, and add it to a simple 
plate of cheese, meat, and crackers. Why 
not try this vibrant, magenta dragon 
fruit jam! Using a thick-bottomed non-
stick pan, combine the dragon fruit pulp 
and sugar. Cook on medium heat and 
simmer until the pulp has a thick, jam-like 
consistency. Stir occasionally for about 
20 to 25 minutes. Once it has begun to 
thicken, add lemon juice and stir well for 
about a minute. Remove the jam from the 
heat and allow it to cool in a jar. 
Dark chocolate dragon fruit coconut 
bars
• 2 cups unsweetened shredded coconut
• 1/2 cup dragon fruit cubes
• 2 tablespoons maple syrup
• 1/2 teaspoon sea salt
• 2 to 3 ounces dark chocolate 
(70 to 72 percent), chopped 
Like a Bounty bar, but with dragon fruit 
and maple syrup, this sweet and easily 
assembled snack is so good! Using a food 
processor, blend together the coconut, 
dragon fruit, maple syrup, and salt, then 
roll the dough into small balls or bars and 
cover with plastic on a parchment-lined 
baking sheet. Put into the fridge for several 
hours. In a double boiler over low heat, 
melt the chopped chocolate. Using a fork, 
lower the refrigerated balls/bars into the 
melted chocolate, completely covering 
them in chocolate, then place them back 
onto the baking sheet to cool.
If none of these dragon fruit pick-
me-ups is your thing, try grilling the fruit 
alongside some pineapple by throwing a 
dash of chili powder on ’em and sticking 
’em on a skewer! Or you know, just don’t eat 
a fruit you obviously don’t like after having 
tried it four other ways.
Pretty treats are tasty treats, right?
 › Four easy-to-make recipes to perk up dragon fruit
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I long ago accepted the strangeness of cocktail bitters—how commonly they’re 
used, and yet how little people actually 
know about them. I myself owned two 
bottles of cocktail bitters before knowing 
what they were, but those iconic-shaped 
bottles are a cornerstone to many delicious 
cocktails.
First off, bitters are highly concentrated 
extracts from various fruits, flowers, roots, 
herbs, or any combination of them. Bitters 
are strongly flavoured, so most recipes will 
only call for a few “dashes” or drops. Some 
bottles even come with an eyedropper for 
exact precision. Even with just a few drops, 
bitters can shape the taste of a cocktail.
Bitters have been having a moment 
these last few years, so the market is 
overflowing with flavours to choose from. 
Cherry, apple, turmeric, lavender, ginger, 
maple, apricot, pear—if it’s a fruit, spice, 
or herb, then there's a bitters version of it. 
Most kitchen-centric stores will have a shelf 
brimming with various types of bitters, but 
relax: Most cocktail recipes call for the same 
kind, known as aromatic bitters. 
While it might be tempting to load up 
on bitters, there are a few things to keep in 
mind. For one, a bottle of bitters lasts a long 
time. As in, I’ve never successfully finished 
a bottle of them. Bitters come in relatively 
small containers, but since you’ll never use 
more than a few drops at a time, they’ll be 
around for years. On a related note, the 
cocktail community doesn’t appear to have 
a consensus on whether bitters ever expire. 
Some websites suggest bitters have a shelf 
life of five years, but I’ve had some aromatic 
bitters for almost a decade and my Old 
Fashioneds still slay, so I don’t know what 
to tell you.
Another aspect to consider when 
assembling your arsenal of cocktail bitters 
is space. Space is a finite resource when 
living in the Lower Mainland, and if you’re 
fortunate enough to have a dedicated area 
for your home bar, it’s likely already full 
of booze, drinkware, and other cocktail 
accessories. Cruising the bitters section 
can feel like being a kid in a concentrated 
extracts store, but limit yourself to just a 
few—I’m talking two, maybe three if you’re 
counting the aromatic bitters. This will 
prevent your shelves from being overrun 
with niche bitters that only work in specific 
cocktails.
The final reason to limit your bitters 
inventory is simply cost. Bitters ain’t cheap, 
usually running north of $15 for a small 
200-mL bottle, and even though they’ll last 
forever, there are more important things 
to burn your money on when it comes to 
setting up a home bar.
Now that you know more about 
the mysterious cocktail bitters, it’s 
time to actually use them. Some well-
known cocktails that call for bitters are 
Manhattans, Old Fashioneds, or Vodka 
Sours, but bitters can also be used to punch 
up any original creation. Pick your favourite 
liquor-and-base combo and see how adding 
a few dashes of bitters can change the 
flavours. Just remember to start with only 
a few drops; you can always add more, but 
you can’t add less. You can even cut out the 
middleman and mix a liquor-and-bitters-
only beverage. If it tastes good, then there’s 
truly no wrong way to use bitters.
Give cocktail bitters the credit they 
deserve. They’re a fun, easy, and effective 
way to drastically shape the flavour of any 
cocktail, and it’s about time the world knew 
about it.
Pour Boy: How to be your best bitter self
 › Embracing the convoluted world of cocktail bitters
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• War of the words: Cops at Pride
• Do not wear lifeguard apparel unless 
you are a lifeguard
• Remind yourself of potential bias
...and more!
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Given the not-so-great history of police officers and the 
2SLGBTQ+ community, most 
infamously with the Stonewall 
riots in 1969, I can understand 
people’s reasoning that cops should 
not be allowed at Pride. However, 
considering how much has changed 
and that there are now many 
out-and-proud police officers, 
the idea that cops in uniform 
should be banned from Pride is 
counterproductive.
It has now been 50 years 
since those events took place and 
times and attitudes have changed 
drastically since then. Being gay 
is no longer illegal or widely seen 
as morally wrong and is now more 
accepted than ever before. Because 
of this, many police officers are 
out as gay and proud, so to deny 
them the right to celebrate their 
Pride as homosexual cops in an 
establishment that was once 
rampant with homophobia doesn’t 
make any sense. 2SLGBTQ+ cops 
are still members of the 2SLGBTQ+ 
community, and letting cops march 
with Pride is a great way to let them 
show their solidarity and support 
for the community, so what good 
comes from not letting them attend 
in uniform? 
Furthermore, having a strong, 
authoritative entity such as the 
police celebrating and defending 
Pride alongside many other proud 
2SLGBTQ+ people and allies is a 
huge step in the right direction. I 
think refusing to let uniformed cops 
attend will only cause more tension 
in the already-fraught relationship 
between police officers and the 
2SLGBTQ+ community. I know 
police brutality or harassment is a 
major reason why many say cops 
should not be allowed at Pride, but 
I don’t believe in banishing a whole 
establishment for the awful actions 
of a few. I’m not saying we should 
ignore what happened in the past 
or what continues to happen in our 
society, but we should be able to 
build bridges from those events. In 
this case, I believe police officers are 
part of the solution, not part of the 
problem. 
Sandy-Leo Laframboise, a Métis 
and trans activist, has shared this 
contention of cops being allowed 
in Pride and even took part in 
launching the petition “Our Pride 
Includes Our Police.” In an interview 
with the National Post she explained 
her reasoning. 
“Banning the police from 
the Pride parade will undermine 
our commitment to diversity and 
inclusion and all the work we’ve 
done,” said Laframboise. “They want 
to remove an entity that we’ve been 
working with for over 40 years.” 
The National Post article 
explains that Laframboise was a gay 
and trans sex worker in Canada in 
the ’70s and is no stranger to police 
brutality, but still thinks they should 
be included in Pride events. “I’ve had 
my fair share of injustices that we’re 
speaking about, but I also think that 
we’ve evolved from that,” she said.
I believe that Pride is something 
everyone should be involved in. At 
the centre of these Pride events is a 
message that opts for inclusivity and 
openness, so it makes no sense to 
refuse anyone from attending.
Pride includes 
police
 › Cops should absolutely be 
allowed at Pride events
Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
The debate crops up every year over the month of June and 
throughout the summer as Pride 
events are held around the world—
do cops belong at Pride? 
To say it’s a contentious issue 
would be an understatement. If you 
have an opinion it’s bound to be a 
strong one, and for a while I had 
of a sort of pan-inclusive opinion. 
Everyone should be at Pride, right? 
Pride brings people together! What 
could possibly be a more powerful 
symbol of how far we’ve come, a nice 
bridge between two communities 
with a tumultuous history, than cops 
marching in uniform with Pride 
flags draped over police cruisers? 
The fact that I’m white should 
really go without saying at this point, 
but it bears noting. I am mostly 
cis-presenting (if clockably queer) 
too. These intersections of privilege 
mean that I can write about “my” 
community having a “tumultuous 
history” with cops without a second 
thought. “My” community—cis-
presenting white gays—are rarely, 
if ever, at risk of abuse by law 
enforcement. For many 2SLGBTQ+ 
people however, police oppression 
and brutality are absolutely still 
present realities, not just bygone 
notes in history—yes, in Canada, 
and yes, in Vancouver. 
As outlined in an excellent 
feature by our Opinions Editor Jess 
Berget, Pride itself began as a riot 
against police abuse spearheaded 
by trans women of colour. Despite 
this, people of colour on the 
whole and trans people of colour 
especially have had to fight to have 
their voices heard and respected 
within 2SLGBTQ+ spaces, with the 
viewpoints of white people largely 
prioritized. 
People of colour have made 
their discomfort with the presence of 
uniformed police officers marching 
in Pride known over the years, for 
obvious reasons. On a global scale, 
one does not need to look south 
of the border to find examples of 
institutionalized police violence 
against Black and Indigenous 
people (as just one case study, I 
highly recommend listening to 
Canadaland’s Thunder Bay podcast). 
Here in the Lower Mainland, our 
local Black Lives Matter branch 
protested Vancouver Pride until 
the organization scaled back police 
presence in the parade. 
“As a [Black] queer person in 
Vancouver, I have never felt that 
there was an event that felt good or 
safe for me to go to,” said one of the 
protest organizers, Daniella Barreto, 
to the CBC back in 2017. “We don’t 
feel safe in a parade that celebrates a 
violent institution that consistently 
contributes to violence against 
[Black], Indigenous, and people of 
colour.”
Barreto’s concerns aren’t 
unfounded. BC Premier John 
Horgan himself expressed concerns 
last summer about the VPD’s “street 
check” records, which showed 
that police disproportionally 
targeted Indigenous and Black 
people. Pride is also meant to be 
inclusive of sex workers, another 
marginalized community with a 
significant crossover with gay and 
trans communities that the police 
often target. If the marginalized 
people Pride is meant to celebrate 
aren’t able to attend Pride for fear of 
encountering an institution with an 
ongoing track record of harassing 
them, then what exactly is the point 
of Pride in the first place?
I understand the instinct 
to think of Pride as some kind 
of healing trust exercise where 
we all join hands and forget our 
differences. However, the problems 
of police harassing marginalized 
communities won’t be solved by 
ignoring the safety and comfort of 
people of colour so a uniformed 
cop can get a photo op—and for the 
record, it’s not as though individual 
cops out of uniform and off-duty 
are banned from the celebrations. 
Trust has to be earned, and trust 
cannot exist without choice. A good 
way to start building that trust 
would be to respect the boundaries 
of marginalized people when and 
where they are placed. 
No cops at 
Pride, please
 › Police should respect the wishes 
of marginalized people
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The truth and politically motivated censorship
 › We need to remind ourselves of the potential bias of our information sources
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Lifeguard hoodies may look cool but wearing one when you are 
not a certified lifeguard is definitely 
not cool. 
I see many people sporting 
lifeguard attire, especially around 
the summertime. There is just 
something about the lifeguard 
aesthetic that people seem to like. 
However, before you put on that 
red and white hoodie, consider 
this: If someone needs medical 
attention, do you want them to 
come to you?
I’ve done lifeguard training 
in the past and knowing first-
hand how many years of training 
and skills are needed to become 
a certified lifeguard, I think it’s 
ridiculous that people who aren’t 
lifeguards wear these clothes. 
Without any formal training, it can 
also be dangerous if people assume 
you are a lifeguard and come to you 
for help. 
In fact, it’s not just lifeguard 
apparel that irks me. Anything that 
says you have an important job 
such as a police officer, firefighter, 
paramedic, or anything else that 
involves dealing with people’s lives 
and wellbeing should not be worn 
unless you are trained and certified 
in that job. Some may make 
the argument that it promotes 
lifeguards and other lifesaving 
jobs in a positive light. However, I 
think that it dilutes the profession; 
since literally anyone can buy these 
hoodies, it makes the role seem 
more like a brand than a reputable 
job. I think it also devalues the 
training that they have to go 
through. If anyone can get that 
hoodie then it makes the actual 
work lifeguards and lifesavers have 
to do seem not as important, or 
suggests that literally anybody can 
be a lifeguard. 
By wearing this clothing, 
you are advertising your services 
as a first responder. This means 
if someone is in dire need of first 
aid or medical assistance then 
people are going to come to you 
first because, as your hoodie says, 
you are trained to save lives. If you 
let them know that you are not 
actually a trained lifeguard and 
only wearing the shirt because 
you thought it looked cool, or 
if for some reason you don’t tell 
them and are thrust into a first-
aid situation that you may not 
have the training, knowledge, or 
capability to handle, it can turn 
into a potentially life-threatening 
situation. 
I don’t think these pieces of 
clothing should be sold to the 
general public out of a concern 
for public health and safety. If you 
really want to wear one, that’s up to 
you, but at least look up how to do 
CPR first, just in case. 
It’s more than just a hoodie
 › Do not wear lifeguard apparel unless you are a lifeguard
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Recently, Google executive Jen Gennai was accused by Project Veritas, a 
right-wing news organization, of implying 
that Google tampers with search results 
in relation to the American presidential 
election. Gennai was recorded  on hidden 
camera saying, “Smaller companies who 
don’t have the same resources that we do 
will be charged with preventing the next 
Trump situation.” Whether the actual claim 
of tampering is true or not, this should 
serve as an important reminder to everyone 
who consumes media: There is a lot of 
politically motivated censorship and bias 
everywhere we obtain information. 
Politically motivated censorship is 
by no means new and occurs on all ends 
of the political spectrum. We all need to 
remember that info suppliers are capable 
of “clipping” the truth before they give it to 
us, so we need to be responsible with who 
we trust to give us all of the information. 
Doing a simple search on search engines 
Google and DuckDuckGo—a search 
engine that does not build a user profile 
and does not employ personalized content 
filters—shows us the dramatic differences 
in what type of information we are offered 
and given access to. For example, when 
searching the phrase “Project Veritas” on 
Google and DuckDuckGo, the two search 
engines yield different results. The same 
variation across platforms occurs with 
many other search terms. This is just 
one example of how, if we aren’t smart 
about how we try to obtain information, 
our findings can be manipulated by the 
phenomenon of “filter bubbles.”
To clarify, I am not condemning 
sources for having a political bias. However, 
they should certainly be explicit in stating 
their bias if they have one. I believe 
that it is the public’s responsibility to be 
consuming news from of more than one 
side. Taking in just one side’s story is a 
recipe for disaster since it promotes a 
narrow perspective. 
It doesn’t make sense to only read 
articles from one political perspective. 
Even if you have a political bias, you 
should read the other side to ensure that 
you comprehend the whole picture, since 
the opposite side will present a different 
narrative. If you don’t know what the 
opposite side’s arguments are, how can you 
be certain yours are better? Being well-
informed of both sides only enhances the 
strength of your political arguments. Since 
information sources are almost invariably 
biased, they will include different 
information, emphasize different 
points, and focus on different details. 
Because of this we need to understand 
all sides, and by doing so we can avoid a 
common type of censorship: The lie of 
omission. 
The lie of omission occurs when one 
deliberately leaves out certain details to 
skew the full truth. For example, with 
the Project Veritas situation and Google, 
right-wing news sources omit the fact 
that, according to other outlets including 
The Daily Beast, Gennai claimed that 
the video captured without her consent 
was selectively edited and her imprecise 
language was taken out of context. (The 
Daily Beast describes itself as “non-
partisan but not neutral” and states it 
“do[es] not defend any particular political 
party or ideology.”) Project Veritas’ article 
also failed to mention that Gennai thought 
she was speaking to a group of people who 
were interested in a “mentoring program 
for young women of color in tech,” as 
she explained in her post on Medium. 
These are very convenient lies of omission 
committed by the right-wing articles. 
However, left-wing outlets aren’t 
innocent of omission either. These 
publications often fail to acknowledge 
the accusations of “algorithmic 
unfairness” made by conservative sites 
like The American Spectator. According 
to supposed leaked confidential 
Google documents, Google skews 
results around algorithmic unfairness, 
which the documents define as “unjust 
or prejudicial treatment of people that is 
related to sensitive characteristics such 
as race, income, sexual orientation, or 
gender, through algorithmic systems or 
algorithmically aided decision-making.” 
The example given is that if a Google 
image search for “CEOs” yielded mostly 
photos of men, that would be algorithm 
unfairness even if it were accurate and 
based on statistical evidence that more 
men than women are CEOS because that 
“would reinforce a stereotype about women 
in leadership positions.” This accusation 
of algorithmic unfairness is a huge claim 
and a clear lie of omission considering how 
important this information is in making 
an informed decision about whether or 
not Google’s search results are potentially 
politically biased. 
Anytime we are consuming 
information, we need to remember that 
we might not have the whole picture. We 
need to avoid letting political censorship 
in media misinform us of the entire scope. 
This is a dangerous road to polarization. 
Thankfully, there are many resources that 
can help us avoid this. 
I personally believe that everyone 
should be using resources like AllSides.
com, a website that states its mission as: 
“One-sided news and technology divide 
us. Dangerous polarization prevents us 
from solving problems. AllSides works to 
change that.” The website offers media 
bias ratings for nearly 600 media outlets 
and writers. The ratings are “based on 
blind surveys of people across the political 
spectrum, multi-partisan analysis, editorial 
reviews, third party data, and tens of 
thousands of user feedback ratings.” The 
website lists popular news stories and 
offers three sources for each story, each 
source from a different political bias: Left, 
centre, and right. I believe that resources 
like these are incredibly important to 
understanding all the details of a story and 
that all readers have a responsibility to use 
these resources. Another tool I use is the 
site Mediabiasfactcheck.com where you 
can search certain media outlets to find 
whether that outlet has a reputation for a 
particular political bias.
We are always telling children in 
our society to think critically, yet are we 
actually encouraging these habits with 
our own actions? We need to ensure we 
are always digesting new information 
discerningly, and since that requires 
knowing all the information, we need to 
ensure that everyone knows how to get 
all the facts. Censorship is a direct threat 
to productive critical thinking, and we all 
need to make the effort to combat it by 
educating ourselves.
Ill
u
st
ra
ti
o
n
 b
y 
C
ar
a 
Se
cc
af
ie
n
Humour
Have an idea for a story?
 humour@theotherpress.ca
• Pride renamed ‘White Gay Day’
• Woman caught wearing a straw hat
• Do you have a linen lady in you?
...and more!
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Vancouver citizens are getting excited for Pride 2019 this summer.
“We’re really going all out this year,” John 
Wilkes, program coordinator for the City of 
Vancouver, told press. “We want to celebrate 
our city’s pride in the best way we know how—
by uplifting handsome, fit, white cis gay men, 
and absolutely nobody else. 
“The female best friends of these men who 
call them ‘queen’ and have reality television 
marathons with them are also welcome to 
attend,” he added. “Pride used to be an act of 
defiance against oppression, but now we’re 
turning it into our new vision—making as 
much money and getting as much media 
coverage as we possibly can.” 
Wilkes explained that in previous years, 
all members of the 2SLGBTQ+ community 
were welcome to march in the city’s annual 
Pride parade. 
“Not this time,” Wilkes said to reporters. 
“2019 is reserved for blonde gym hunks who 
would look good in a GAP ad campaign, and 
gay men whose entire personalities subsist of 
RuPaul’s Drag Race quotes.” 
Speaking of campaigns, Wilkes also added 
that most of the funding for the parade and 
other festivities would be coming from banks 
and credit unions such as TD Canada Trust, 
RBC Royal Bank, and Vancity. 
“None of these corporations would ever 
hire a visibly queer person,” Wilkes said. “But 
we’re allowing them the privilege to hand out 
finance-themed Pride flags, Pride tattoos—
you name it! As long as it’s visibly branded, 
Instagram hashtag-worthy, and above all else, 
sterile and white.” 
Other members of the 2SLGBTQ+ 
community felt that Pride 2019’s festivities 
failed to incorporate the entirety of the queer 
spectrum. 
“There’s barely any lesbian, nonbinary, or 
trans representation,” Sam Fletcher, Vancouver 
resident, told reporters. “Where do we go if 
we’re not gym bros who look good in crop 
tops?” 
“Anyone who is not in a cis male-cis 
male relationship where both parties dress in 
similar H&M outfits can go to their own parade 
in East Vancouver,” Wilkes said. “No media 
coverage will be given to this parade as it’s 
not as palatable as two thin yoga men kissing 
chastely.” 
What does this mean for the rest of 
Vancouver’s residents?
“I feel safe seeing two men kiss because 
that’s what I see in movies and television,” 
Rhonda Bynes, 52, told press. “I don’t like any 
of that other ‘weird’ stuff. Only what I would 
see in a Netflix-made romantic comedy about 
young boys discovering their sexuality abroad.”
“The best thing about Pride is seeing 
different forms of love—specifically, ones that 
fit the narrow mould of what I’m comfortable 
seeing,” Brenda Sullivan, 37, said. “Nothing 
more and nothing less.” 
“I wouldn’t mind seeing a lesbian march,” 
Richard Baker, 49 and creepy, said.
Wilkes also confirmed that the Vancouver 
Police Department would be attending the 
parade, marching in a float as well as providing 
safety and security measures. 
“Many citizens are very anti-police at 
pride, mostly because of 2SLGBTQ+ people’s 
history with the police force. But I offer this 
argument: What’s more marketable than a 
glossy 8x10 of two white male cops kissing in 
uniform?”
Author’s Note: I love all my white cis male gay 
friends, especially you, Guille!
Vancouver Pride renamed 
‘White Gay Day’
 › Work it, hunty!
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
You’ve seen them, you’ve idolized them—now could be your 
chance to become one! So many 
women who are much better than 
you are pulling off all-linen outfits 
that should make them look like a 
medieval monk working in a winery, 
or a scary reverend possessed 
by the spirit of a small Scottish 
girl. Instead? They are the very 
epitome of grace and beauty, cool as 
cucumbers; meanwhile, sweat pours 
down the back of your vintage jorts. 
Think you have what it takes to look 
like a beautiful Spanish woman from 
the countryside? Take this quiz to 
find out!
How do you cut your hair? 
a) $50-plus salon treatment 
b) First Choice Haircutters, Great 
Clips, et cetera
c) My mom’s friend Paula who I’ve 
been seeing for the past five years
d) I grab a pair of kitchen scissors 
and just hack away back there 
What is your ideal vacation? 
a) Somewhere trendy and far away, 
like Tokyo 
b) Camping on Vancouver Island 
c) Staycation where I just get drunk 
with my friends 
d) Guided Twilight tour of Forks, 
Washington 
You’re playing a DJ set! What do 
you spin? 
a) Hard pop, it’s what the people 
want 
b) ’80s smash hits, that’s really what 
the people want 
c) Meme songs like “Old Town 
Road” and “All-Star,” that’s what 
the people really want 
d) I don’t care what the people want, 
I’m playing Aphex Twin B-sides 
and Lo-Fi Hip Hop Beats for 
Study and Chill the entire night 
and everyone can just shut up 
about it 
Someone who you suspect 
doesn’t like you takes a 
screenshot of your Instagram 
story where you look less than 
cute. What do you do? 
a) Ignore it, how embarrassing for 
them 
b) Send a lone “?” so they know that 
you know what they’ve done 
c) Send a passive-aggressive, no 
caps “lol what do u want” so they 
REALLY know they’ve messed up 
d) Take a screenshot of their 
screenshot and roast them on 
your story, then save it on your 
Highlights under the caption 
“JUDAS” until you die 
Your cousin is having a baby! 
What do you suggest she name 
it? 
a) Something classic like Jack or 
Emma 
b) Something trendy like Oliver or 
Poppy
c) Something cool like Max or Gwen 
d) Almond 
Mostly “A”s
Go for it, bitch! Your somewhat 
drab personality will look great 
showcased by the world’s most 
finicky fabric. Grab your linen 
jumpsuit, overcoat, canvas shoes, 
and tote bag, because you’ve got a 
bevy of farmers markets to conquer 
on your lunch break. The world is 
your natural-fibre oyster! 
Mostly “B”s 
How ’bout you start with some 
linen accessories first? Instead 
of jumping whole-hog into what 
could be a fashion disaster for 
yourself, take a step back and think: 
Is this really me? Do I have the 
patience, wisdom, and thin hair to 
be someone who says “namaste” in 
linen trousers? Try wearing a fast-
fashion linen jacket from H&M first 
to see how you feel. 
Mostly “C”s 
Outlook not so good. You seem like 
someone who would spill an entire 
bowl of spaghetti on their clothes, 
even if you were nowhere near 
pasta all day. Linen is a tricky fabric 
because if you even look at it wrong, 
it’ll wrinkle faster than my under-
eyes in the sun. Why don’t you try 
growing up and acting mature for 
once in your life, you cotton-poly-
blend bitch?
Mostly “D”s 
You should be wearing a full wetsuit 
at any given time or rolling yourself 
in that clear plastic that old people 
keep on their couches. The world 
isn’t ready for you to wear linen, 
and frankly, it barely looks good on 
anyone, so why even try? Look for 
clothes that are stainproof, fireproof, 
and indestructible, or else just go 
nude all summer. 
Do you have what it takes 
to be a linen lady?
 › Get your clothes steamer ready!
issue 30// vol 45 humour // no. 17
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Local authorities issued this statement to all women and femmes last Friday. 
“Because we’re now leaning into the 
summer months, women have to be aware 
that some of their rights and privileges 
will be taken away,” Francine Byers, deputy 
police chief, told press. “This includes any 
and all bodily autonomy as well as the right 
to be comfortable in their own skin.”
Byers went on to state, “It doesn’t 
matter if it’s 30 degrees out—any and all 
exposed skin will be an open invitation for 
men to ogle and comment on. Sorry ladies, 
that’s just the way it is.”
Other privileges, such as the ability 
to go to the beach with girlfriends wearing 
a swimsuit, will also be nullified during 
2019’s summer months. 
“Think you can have a nice time by the 
seaside with your besties? Think again,” 
Byers said in the announcement to a 
booing crowd. “Your body then falls under 
masculine law, and they have the right to 
stare at your chest and make any and all 
comments they want.” 
Other Press reporters spoke to local 
women to see how they felt about their 
basic human rights being revoked. 
“It’s unfair and demoralizing, but I’m 
too tired to fight it,” said Danielle Fresco, 
27. “I was so angry during my early 20s that 
it’s mostly burned off by this point. I just 
try to never leave the house, and if I do, 
I wear so much shapeless linen that my 
body looks like an unidentifiable blob. You 
have to fully cover your feet as well—that’s 
another place they can get you.”
“I find it’s best to avoid any male 
family members during the summer,” said 
Geraldine Miller, 19. “I just can’t handle 
seeing my own grandfather gawp at other 
women like he’s not using a walker and an 
oxygen tank to survive.” 
“I just had to tell my 11-year-old 
daughter the harsh realities of the season,” 
Sara Amor, 42, told press. “She has the 
body of a child and hasn’t even gone 
through puberty yet, but I said, ‘Sweetie, 
that doesn’t matter at all to a creepy man.’ If 
you’re a woman wearing a shirt that exposes 
your shoulders, you’re gonna get stared at 
by a 49-year-old man who looks like your 
father. I don’t make the rules—I’m just 
beaten down by them every day of my life.”
What does this mean to the modern 
woman?
“Don’t think that you can’t enjoy 
yourself for the next couple of months,” 
Byers said. “The sun is shining, and we 
all deserve to have a little happiness! I 
recommend complete disassociation to 
the point where you’re not fully in your 
corporeal form. I also advise all women to 
carry a firearm like I do.”
Brian Henderson, the chief of police, 
announced to press shortly after that all 
men were required by law to expose the 
half-inch of skin below their bellybutton at 
all times. 
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Bystanders were shocked last Wednesday when local summer woman Melissa 
Cathrall had the audacity to wear a straw 
summer hat like she was somebody special.
“Who does she think she is?” 
bystander Georgina Richards asked press.
Cathrall’s crimes against humanity 
didn’t stop there. While entering a coffee 
shop, both patrons and staff said she kept 
the hat on while ordering and consuming 
her beverage. 
“It was a cold brew,” barista Anthony 
Williams said in an interview with the 
Other Press. “A nitro cold brew, and she 
asked for oat milk. Nitro cold brew doesn’t 
need any milk at all. It’s already creamy 
enough.” 
Onlookers watched as Cathrall drank 
her cold brew in full view of everybody, 
pausing at random intervals to laugh at a 
comedy podcast she was listening to. 
“What podcast was it? We don’t 
know. We’ll never know. It was disgusting,” 
Williams said. “She only tipped 50 cents, 
as well.” 
Other Press reporters brought in SFU 
sociologist Peter Linney to speculate. 
“Judging by her annoying attire and 
highlighted hair, we can speculate she was 
listening to a true crime podcast where 
various human atrocities are relayed in a 
fun, sarcastic manner,” Linney said. “She 
can laugh at these kinds of things because 
she works in either the Saje or Lululemon 
head office, and the worst thing that has 
ever happened to her was having to wear 
orthodontic headgear in the ninth grade.” 
When asked about his research 
methods, Linney said, “I just looked at her 
annoying riverboat Mark Twain hat and her 
straw mules. Who even wears straw mules? 
They’re barely a shoe at all!” 
A small crowd followed Cathrall as 
she waltzed down the street to a local craft 
store, where she bought a teeny-tiny plant 
and a bottle of sea salt hair spray for $80.
Reporters spoke to salesperson Harriet 
Mueller, who sold Cathrall the items. 
"When I was ringing her through, 
she asked if I would be able to ‘get out in 
the sun today’ at all. When I said I was 
working from 1 to 9, she actually shed a 
single tear at the fact that I ‘wouldn’t be 
able to experience this lovely day.’ It was 
disgusting. She smelled great, though.” 
Witness reports said that Cathrall 
continued on her promenade, stopping 
at various bushes to smell flowers and 
exclaiming to nobody about their beautiful 
scent. From there, she wandered to a dog 
park to lovingly stroke the fuzzy heads of 
puppies. 
“This woman comes by at least three 
times a day,” dog owner Jeffery Friess said 
in an interview. “Doesn’t she have, like, a 
job or something? And what’s up with that 
dumb hat?” 
After visiting the dog park, eyewitness 
accounts said Cathrall floated up into the 
sky, where she morphed into a ray of light 
and was absorbed into the sun with a burst 
of glee-filled laughter. 
“Good riddance,” said Friess. “I hope 
I don’t see her again until winter, when 
she transforms into Big Wool Hot Cider 
Christmas Woman.” 
Summer woman just wearing 
a straw hat like a fool
 › Stylish trendsetter has a woven straw bag as well
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Elizabeth Moore, 26, tearfully stood in front of press on Saturday afternoon. 
“I’d like to make a public apology for 
my recent actions,” Moore said, eating 
out of a family-sized bag of kettle chips. 
“My thoughts and feelings were not my 
own.”
In a three-day window of time, 
Moore single-handedly ended every 
close, personal friendship she had 
cultivated over the last three years. 
“Obviously this was a huge mistake,” 
she said. 
Other choices Moore made under 
the influence of sex hormones estrogen 
and progesterone were oversharing 
personal information at work, crying 
nonstop through the first two episodes 
of the second season of Pose, buying a 
pair of unnecessary jeans while bloated, 
and arranging a slew of Tinder dates she 
would never attend. 
“All of these commitments 
were made when I was in an altered 
headspace,” Moore said. “Never in my 
right mind would I agree to go for a beer 
with a white man named Rob. That’s my 
father’s name, for goodness sakes.” 
The final, embarrassing blow was 
a full-on fight with best friends Rachel 
Durr and Gordon Caparros. 
“We’ve been close friends for almost 
three years now,” Durr told Other Press 
reporters. “We’ve been there through 
highs, lows, breakups, weddings, 
the whole thing. That’s why it was so 
surprising when Liz called off our whole 
friendship because we didn’t ask her 
if she wanted to DoorDash sushi to 
Gordon’s house. In our defence, she said 
she was picking up Thai for herself on 
her way over. It was classic Elizabeth.” 
“I was hungry enough for two 
meals,” Moore said. “It felt like they were 
telling me that I was too fat for both.” 
In an aside, Caparros said to press, 
“She didn’t need both. Thai and sushi are 
very rice-heavy. She would’ve had half of 
a veggie sushi combo and said she was 
full. But you didn’t hear it from me.” 
After her arrival at Caparros’ 
apartment, Moore tearfully called the 
three-year relationship to an end. 
“I brought up the time Rachel 
went on vacation without us, and how 
we all supported Gordon through his 
most recent breakup,” Moore said. “I see 
now that these incidents are in the past 
and have no bearing on our life at the 
moment.” 
When asked if Durr and Caparros 
would accept Moore’s apology, Durr said, 
“I get my period a little before Elizabeth, 
so we don’t really see each other for a 
two-week time span. It really helps keep 
our friendship intact.” 
Caparros later said to press, “She 
looks very pale and bloated right now. 
She is not at her best.” 
In her final statement Moore told 
reporters, “My actions were mine and 
mine alone. I am truly sorry for the hurt 
feelings I have caused and the trail of 
destruction I have left in my wake. I 
can only hope to improve myself over 
the next 22 days, followed by a week of 
extreme chaos where I cannot be held 
accountable for anything I do.” 
As reporters were packing up, 
Caparros’ comments were relayed to 
Moore, resulting in the friendship being 
called off once again.
Woman who ended all 
friendships gets period, 
revokes decision
 › Local woman takes it all back
Women forced to give 
up fundamental rights 
during summer
 › Don’t like it? You should’ve chosen to be born a man
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Creative Works
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
I see the same faces
every day but none of them
know me. The white Honda
Civic with the rosary beads
hanging off the mirror, it
drives by me with no regard.
The dogs never stop barking,
never stop growling, their
snouts pressed against the fence
while I struggle to find my
house key. They remind me that
I don’t belong here. I am not
familiar. I rearrange my furniture
and watch families piling into
their SUVs, smiling and chattering
with purpose. I can’t remember
when I started peering through
my blinds to catch a glimpse of 
what could be but now I can’t stop.
On a sunny afternoon, the girl
who lives in the blue house on 
the corner rides by on her bike,
one hand on the handlebar, 
the other gripping her phone.
The grey BMW that parks two
blocks over honks as it passes
and she swerves, pausing by
my front gate. My nose presses
against the dusty slats separating
her from me. She looks up,
catches my eye. I smile, contemplate
going down to say something to her.
She squints, scowls, kicks off the
ground and rides away.
I listen to her squeaky wheels until
they turn onto the busy road behind
us and get lost.
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
Archie's friends talk shit about me 
he believes that they are obsessed. 
They're spewing nonsense hatred lest 
they ruminate on what can't be;
they'll never see my scratched-up knee 
again. Upset, they will protest: 
Archie's friends talk shit about me. 
He believes that they are obsessed
and still in love. The bros, guilty 
for betraying friendship. Obsessed 
now, Archie gives in to the quest; 
he falls for me but for a fee. 
Archie's friends talk shit about me.
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
The swinging of screen doors and wide-open porches; nobody's staying in.
Caramel iced coffees sweating onto stained wood by our sides.
Wind chilled by the ocean swaying through droopy branches, heavy with 
beech leaves.
Sticky with sunscreen, our bare legs lining the boardwalk. 
Sneakers, skirts, and hot concrete. 
Laced-up boots pinching our heels.
Roots, rivers, and tangled trails full of bright green brush.
Scents of pine, dirt, moss, and heavy clouds. 
The burn of muscle and the stain of sweat in our hair. 
Bringing out food and coffee with the best view in the city.
Reading a good book in a ravine.
Swinging solo at the park.
Sipping lightly on champagne with samosas, the lazy heat sitting on our 
shoulders.
Wicked grins and loud music by night,
Serene sights, slugs, and mighty mountains by day.
Summer is here.  
The Block
Next on the listSummer is...
ComiCs & Puzzles
ACROSS
1. Likelihood
5. Take a break
9. Questioned
14. Freshwater fish
15. Ottoman honorific
16. Santiago’s country
17. Traveller on Baden-
Powell or Stawamus 
Chief, e.g.
19. “Family” burger chain
20. “Mother Nature’s 
Stairmaster” (2 wds.)
22. Wizardry
24. Smallest Canadian 
province (abbr.)
25. Type of tide
28. Michelangelo sculpture
29. Simple sandwiches, 
briefly
30. US workplace safety org.
31. Alt. to SSD
32. Give four stars, say
34. “Right?” (2 wds.)
36. Sydney’s state (abbr.)
37. Genetic material, for 
short
38. In-between states
42. Attire, slangily
43. Small legume
46. “Sacré __!”
47. Apple computer
49. Build up
51. Actor Bean
52. Federal website ending
53. Swamp
54. Site of the Seawall (2 
wds.)
58. Bandage fabric, often
60. Body of water in John 
Hendry Park (2 wds.)
63. Broadcaster
64. Applied science 
discipline (abbr.)
65. “The same,” in footnotes
66. Shorthand, in short
67. Hammer’s target
68. Eft
DOWN
1. Eighth mo.
2. __ es Salaam
3. Towed
4. Energy
5. Pasta sauce
6. Ids’ counterparts
7. Mindless followers
8. Aim
9. Superfood berry
10. __ Falls: Waterfall just 
outside Squamish
11. Most compassionate
12. Times past, in times past
13. Morning moisture
18. Beach west of Jericho
21. Ascending
22. Speed meas.
23. Help
26. Tuna variety
27. Small bit of butter
29. “On another note…” 
(abbr.)
33. Designate
35. Lake in Port Moody’s 
Belcarra Regional Park
37. Med. professional
38. Imperial wts.
39. __-de-France
40. Weigh, e.g.
41. Lake in Anmore with 
many hiking trails
42. Greek restaurant
43. Storeyed car spot
44. Curved letter
45. Fire residue
48. Like lava
50. Long-beaked fish
55. Dynamic prefix?
56. One who meditates, e.g.
57. Knitting stitch
58. Petrol
59. Tiny island
61. Botanical garden in 
London
62. First responder, often
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R U N T H O R B A K E R Y
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SAVE $5 AT
PLAYLAND
THIS SUMMER!
USE OUR DSU PROMO 
CODE ONLINE
1) GO TO PNE.CA/GROUPS
2) CLICK 'VIEW CURRENT OFFERS'
3) CLICK "SAVE NOW!" -under Playland Passes
4) ENTER CODE NB4646NE
5) PRINT & HAVE FUN!
NOW - 	PT.15
